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The  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture,  4012  Archer  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill- 
inois, 60632,  has  issued  a special  2 inch 
wooden  ”10  Ducats”  token  to  commemorate  its 
19h  anniversary.  Designed  by  numismatic  cur- 
ator Frank  Passic  with  coin  artwork  by  Mark 
Mitchell,  the  reverse  features  a drawing  of 
one  of  Lithuania's  most  prestigeous  coins, 
the  1562  gold  10  ducats. 

The  obverse  reads,  "BALZEKAS  MUSEUM  OF 
LITHUANIAN  CULTURE  15th  ANNIVERSARY  I966-I98I." 
To  the  left  is  depicted  the  Lithuanian  national 
flag  (tri-color),  and  on  the  right  an  American 
flag.  In  the  center  is  the  Lithuanian  symbol  of 
sovereignty,  the  "Columns  of  Gediminas,”  which 
originated  with  the  founding  of  the  Lithuanian 
capital  city  of  Vilnius  in  the  year  1323.  Below 
the  symbol  is  the  name  of  the  city,  "CHICaGO,” 
where  the  museum  is  located  at,  and  the  city 
whieh  contains  a large  Lithuanian-American  pop- 
ulation. 

The  10  ducat  pictured  on  the  reverse  fea- 
tures the  Lithuanian  national  symbol  Vytis  (PCn- 
ight)  in  the  center.  This  Lithuanian  coin  was 
minted  in  I562  during  the  reign  of  Grand  Duke 
Sigismund  August,  who  ruled  as  Grand  Duke  of 
Lithuania  from  15^^  to  1572.  Known  as  the  "Lit- 
huanian Portugaler,"  the  coin  was  minted  in  the 
capital  city  of  Vilnius,  and  was  also  known  in- 
ternationally as  "10  Florens."  The  abbreviste - 
Latin  inscription,  "10  FLOR  AVR  MONETA  MAGNI 
DVCATVS  LITVAN"  around  the  edge  is  translated 
around  the  perimeter  of  the  token  reverse:  "A 
10  DUCAT  GOLD  COIN  OF  THE  GRAND  DUCHY  OF  LITH- 
UANIA." A coin  of  great  rarity  in  the  numismat- 
ic world,  the  10  ducat  gold  coin  reflects  the 
glory  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  during 
it's  days  of  power  before  the  Union  with  Poland 

(1569). 

Tokens  are  500  each  and  a legal  size  en- 
velope self-addressed-stamped-envelope.  In  197^ 
the  museum  issued  another  2"  wooden  token  to 
commemorate  the  60th  anniversary  of  the  declar- 
ation of  Lithuanian  independence.  A dozen  or  sc 
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LITH.  TOKEN  ARTICLE^  IN 
'‘THE  NUMISTMATISt 

A major  article  about  Lithuanian  numismatics 
entitled,  "Lithuanian-American  Lodge  Tokens  of 
Chicago"  by  Frank  Passic  appeared  in  the  May  I98I 
issue  of  the  publication  journal  The  Numismatist , 
the  official  publication  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association. 

A lengthy  l4  pages  long,  the  article  focuses  on 
the  history  of  Lithuanian  immigrants  to  the  city  of 
Chiccigo  in  the  late  19th  and  ^arly  20th  centuries, 
and  the  tokens  issued  by  the  various  lodges.  The 
cited  collection  of  Lithuanian-American  tokens  was 
based  on  the  listing  and  research  done  by  the  late 
Dr.  Alexander  M.  RaSkus  who  originally  assembled  the 
collection  in  the  late  19^ 's.  The  actual  collection 
is  on  permanent  exhibit  at  the  Balzekas  Museum,  wh- 
ich acquired  ^"^ackus'  collection  upon  his  death  in 

1965. 

Featured  are  numerous  photos  of  the  various  Li- 
thuanian parish  lodges,  as  well  as  brief  hist  :)rie6 
of  each  one.  Ample  room  is  devoted  to  numismatic 
statistics,  and  token  inscriptions/translations. 

The  Knight  readers  will  remember  we  first  re-publi- 
shed  Dr.  Rackus'  original  listing  of  these  tokens 
in  our  Vols.  I and  II.  Hr.  Passic  has  added  much 
additional  research  material  which  acquainted  the 
non-Lithuanian  numismatist  about  Lithuanians  in 
the  city  of  Chicago. 

A copy  of  the  Hay  issue  should  be  in  the  library 
of  all  Lithuanian  numismatists.  Copies  are  $2.00 
each  by  writing:  A.N.A.,  P.0,  Box  2366,  Colorado 
Springs,  Colorado  809OI.  When  writing,  mention  the 
article  and  the  LNA, 
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2.  MUSEUM  TOKEN... 


FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 


of  these  1978  tokens  are  left,  and  can  be 
purchased  for  50<  each  and  a S.A.S.E,  The 
museum  has  a nice  selection  of  Lithuanian  mo- 
dern coins  for  sale,  as  well  as  several  Lith. 
coin  books  and  Lithuanian  coin  holders. 

The  Balzekas  museum  was  formally  opened  in 
June  of  1966,  and  is  celebrating  its  i5th 
anniversary  this  year.  It  is  open  daily  to 
the  public  from  1 to  4 PM  daily,  including 
Sundays  & holidays.  Telephone  (312) 
847-2441. 

COIN  WORLD  ARTICLE 

Lithuanian  paper  money  was  one  of  the 
articles  featured  in  the  special  pull  out 
section  of  the  Memphis  Paper  Money  Show,  in 
the  June  10,  I98I  issue  of  Coin  World , page 

38. 

An  article  by  L.L'.A.  member  John  Oiynn 
of  London,  England  was  entitled,  "Lithuanian 
Republic  slow  to  Issue  Currency."  The  1 page 
article  featured  a photo  of  the  5 cental 
"temporary"  banknote  of  1922,  and  the  1928 
100  Litij  banknote.  Ample  space  was  devoted 
to  the  life  of  Vladas  Jurgutis,  president  of 
the  bank  of  Lithuania.  The  majority  of  this 
eirticle  previous  appeared  here  in  The  Knight 
Vol.  I,  No.  6,  April-May  1979. 

We  encourage  our  L.N.A.  members  with  wr- 
iting abilities  to  submit  Lithuaniam  numis- 
matic 6a*ticles  to  the  various  publications. 

It  increases  our  specialty,  and  brings  in  new 
members.  Be  sure  to  give  mention  to  the  LNA 
and  our  box  number. 

Congratulations,  John  on  your  fine  art-  - 
iclei 

CORRECTION 

In  our  last  issue  in  the  article  about 
the  Virtuti  Militari  decoration,  we  mentioned 
that  on  Kosciuska’s  strap  that  the  round/oval 
piece  was  the  Virtuti  Militari  decoration 
medal  (the  very  first  issued).  This  is  inc- 
orrect— it  is  actually  a buckle  on  the  strap, 
according  to  the  author  of  the  article,  Henry 
L.  Gaidis. 

THE  KNIGHT 

Volume  IV,  No.  1,  Issue  #19.  The  official 
publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Asso- 
ciation. Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan, 
EDITOR,  Robert  J,  Douchis,  Baltimore,  Marylanc 
, DIRECTOR,  oubscription  for  6 bi-monthly 
issues  (June  to  June)  a donation  of  $10  or 
more  (U.J.  & Canada),  $20  overseas.  Write: 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box 
612,  Columbia,  Maryland  21045. 


From  our  archives  we  dug  up  from  the  not-too-dis- 
tant  past  the  Captive  Nations  Eisenhower  Proclamat- 
ion Medal,  which  was  issued  in  1989.  With  Ronald 
Reagan  now  President,  the  "captive  nations,"  of 
which  Lithuania  is  one  of  them,  again  have  a friend 
in  the  White  House. 

The  Captive  Nations  medal  was  issued  in  both 
.999  silver  and  in  bronze,  1 1/2  inches  in  diameter. 
The  silver  medals  were  serially  numbered,  and  orig- 
inally cost  $10,  The  bronze  sold  for  $2.50  each. 

The  Captive  Nations  proclamation  given  by  Dwight 
D.  Eisenhower  in  July  of  1959  is  stated  on  the  rev- 
erse of  the  medal:  "THE  PRESIDENT  TO  ISSUE  A PROCLA- 
MATION EACH  YEAR  UNTIL  FREEDOM  & INDEPENDENCE  HAVE 
BEEN  ACHIEVED  FOR  ALL  THE  CAPTIVE  NATIONS  OF  TH3 
WORLD,"  In  the  center  is  the  torch  of  freedom. 

The  obverse  features  a bust  of  Eisenhower,  and 
the  date  "1959-1989"  signifying  the  10th  anniversai*y 
of  the  proclamation.  M^adals  were  ordered  from  the 
Captive  Nations  Friends  Committee  in  Chicago. 


CALLING  ALL  AUSTRALIANS 

In  looking  at  our  membership  roster,  we  find  that 
we  have  only  ONE  (l)  member  in  Australia,  a country 
which  has  a sizeable  Lithuanian  in  exile  population. 
Our  member  there  is  Baltic  News,  member  #157. 

We  know  that  the  Lithuanians  there  are  very  active, 
and  that  there  ARE  collectors  down  there:  several  Li, 
pattern  pieces  have  come  from  Australia  in  recent 
years. 

We  also  know  that  to  maintain  the  success  of  our 
specialty,  we  must  have  the  input  of  everyone,  in 
order  to  gain  valuable  information  & research,  before 
all  the  "oldtimers"  die  off. 

Therefore,  this  is  a call  for  all  Lithuanian  numis- 
matic collectors  in  Australia  to  contact  us!  We  need 
you!  For  our  LNA  members  here  in  the  U.S.  & Canada, 
if  you  know  of  a collector  in  Australia,  give  us 
their  name  & address  plus  $3  donation  if  possible 
($2  printing  & $1  costs)  and  we'll  send  them  a free 

issue  • rn 

We  know  of  no  other  Lithuanian  numismatic 

existence,  and  what  we  are  doing  we  feel  is  » ^ 

as  we  tread  fertile  ground  and  explore  unexp  or 

avenues.  Let  us  all  contribute  our  knowledge 
make  the  LNA  a success! 


COIN  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan, 

THE  COIN  THAT  NEVER  WAS-  1938  2 LITAI  PATTERN 


In  1938  the  Lithuanian  government  proposed  to  mint 
a new  2 litai  coin  in  commemoration  of  the  20th  anniv- 
ersary of  independence.  Trial  pieces  were  struck  ^n 
Belgium  and  sent  back  to  Lithuania  for  approval. 

The  obverse  of  all  trial  pieces  features  a bust  of 
Lithuanian  president  Antanas  Sraetona  facing  left.  The 
text  reads,  "VALSTYBES  FREZIDENTAS  A.  SMETONA  2 LITAI 
2,"  Translation:  "State  President  Antanas  Smetona  2 
Lits," 

Note:  The  denomination  is  designated  as  2 Litai. 

The  old  2 litu  coins  minted  in  1925  were  designated 
as  "2  litu  ",  which  was  according  to  the  old  declen- 
tion  system,  which  was  dropped. 

There  are  two  types  of  reverse  designs  which  were 
struck.  The  first  is  the  traditional  "Vytis/LIETUVA" 
design,  bearing  the  date  of  1938.  The  majority  of  the 
known  patterns  bear  this  design.  It  is  assumed  that 
this  design  was  the  first  minted  for  government  off- 
icials. 

However,  since  1938  was  also  the  anniversary  year, 
and  the  10  Litij  coin  of  that  year  bore  sui  anniversary 
design,  the  die  makers  in  Belgium  also  prepared  a 
"Columns  of  Gediminas"  design,  with  "LIETUVA  1938" 
below  the  symbol. 

Lithuanian  financial  officials  had  to  decide  be- 
tween the  two  reverse  designs,  and  unfortunately 
were  unable  to  complete  their  arrangements,  due  to 
the  approaching  World  War  II,  These  arremgements  in- 
cluded: the  shipping  of  dies  and  silver  planchets  ac- 
ross hostile  Europe  (Germany  seized  Klaipeda  in  M^rch 
of  1939). 

Below  are  the  known  patterns  of  the  1938  2 Litai, 
with  L.N.A.  catalog  #,  and  "trends": 

LNA  # Vytis  reverse 

15a  brass,  edge  lettered  vertically:  LIETUVA  • 

LIETUVA  • LIETUVA  * S5OO 
15b  ,800  silver,  5.^  gr.  23  mm.  Reeded  edge.  $550 
15c  Silver,  lettered  edge  (as  15a)  $350 
15d  Silver,  plain  edge  $425 
Columns  Reverse 
16a  Silver,  plain  edge  $800 

16b  Silver,  lettered  edge  (as  15a) [2  known]  $1,000 

Some  individual  examples  of  the  various  patterns 
went  to  Vladas  Stasinskas,  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania,  His  son,  Vytautas  later  became  Lithuanian 
Consular  at  New  York,  and  obtained  some.  Jonas  K.  Karys' 
1953  book  uses  Vytautas  3ta§inskas ' example  in  his  book 
for  a photograph. 

However,  the  Belgian  mintmaster  also  had  in  his  per- 
sonal collection  a number  of  Lith,  patterns  which  were 
sold  nearly  10  years  ago,  since  the  coins  were  struck 
at  the  Belgian  mint.  A small  hoard  also  surfaced  several 
years  ago,  apparently  from  the  Belgian  mint,  and  these 
are  what  appeared  on  the  numismatic  market  in  the  late 
1970 »e. 

Those  with  "Columns"  reverse  are  rare,  and  only  2 
examples  of  #l6b  (lettered  edge)  are  known.  It  would 
not  be  surprising  if  a reeded  edge  Columns  reverse 
surfaced  in  the  future^ 


4. an  introduction  to  orders^ 


In  subsequent  issues  we  will  pre- 
sent in  detail  one  by  one  each  dec- 
oration, Order,  and  Medal  of  the 
Kepublic  of  Lithuania,  reproducing 
an  original  presentation  document 
and  translation  into  the  English 
language.  The  medals  especially  sh- 
ould attract  the  interest  of  the 
eager  Lithuanian  numismatist. 

This  is  being  done  exclusively 
in  The  Knight  by  members  Vincent 
Alones  auid  Henry  Gaidis.  As  is  the 
case  with  any  article  published, 
your  opinions  and  comments  are  most 
desired.  Only  with  such  iraput  can  we 
guage  the  material  we  are  presenting 
with  the  interest  of  our  members.  We 
would  also  appreciate  members  send- 
ing us  photocopies  of  presentation 
certificates,  etc. 

What  we  are  doing  is  a FIRST  any- 
where in  the  English  language,  and  is 
the  result  of  alot  of  research  and 
hard  translation  work.  If  you  know  of 
£Ln  exLithuanian  military  person,  or 
hobbyist  in  military  medals,  be  sure 
they  know  about  this! 

The  following  is  the  tentative 
order  in  which  we  plan  to  approach 
Lithuanian  decorations: 

1.  Cross  of  Vytis 

2.  Order  of  Gediminas  & Medal 

3.  Order  of  Cross  of  Vytis  & 'Medal* 

4.  Order  of  Vytautas  the  Great 

5.  Volunteer 

6.  Klaipeda  liberation 

7.  Invalid 

8.  10  year  commemorative  of  independ, 

9.  National  Guard  badge/star 

10.  20  year  commemorative  medals  (army, 

navy,  airforce) 

11.  Life  Saving 

12.  Military  Academy  badges 

13.  Police 

14.  National  Guard  in  Exile 

15.  Boy  & Girl  Scouts  (11  medals) 

16.  Military  Labor  Service 

17.  Lith,  Veterans  Organizations 

18.  Insignia 

19*  Society  badges 

Orders  & Decorations  for  the  Rep- 
ublic of  Lithuania  were  manufactured  by 
the  Hugugna  Brothers  in  LeLocle,  Swit- 
zerland. The  following  is  an  introduct- 
ion taken  from  the  Encyclopedia  Lituan- 
ica  Vol  II  (D— J)  Pgs.  to-48: 

DECORATIONS  AND  ORDERS.  'Hie 
first  decorationa  of  honor  in  Lithuania 
were  authorized  In  1919  in  “orders  of 
the  day"  by  the  general  of  the  army  In 
recognition  of  acta  of  bravery  per- 
formed during  the  wara  of  independ- 
ence, and  tentatively  called  The  Cro»t 
for  the  Country.  The  recipients  were 


presented  only  with  a ribbon  and  the 
certificate  of  award,  because  at  that 
time  the  medal  had  not  been  designed. 
On  Feb.  3,  1920  the  President  officially 
named  the  cross  Vydio  Kryiim,  that  is, 

the  Cross  of  Vy- 
tia  (the  Knight), 
the  state  emblem 
of  Lithuania,  and 
determined  that 
the  medal  should 
be  a replica  of 
the  double  cross 
seen  on  the  state 
emblem.  The 
medals  were  is- 
sued 18  months 
later  in  192L 
There  were  two 
classes  . of  the 
Cros:  of  Vytis: 
the  first  with 
The  Cross  of  Vytis  swords  and  the 
second  without 
swords;  each  class  comprised  three 
grades.  1433  persons,  including  the 
Unknown  Soldier,  were  decorated  with 
the  Cross  of  Vytis.  Despite  its  military 
character  the  Cross  of  Vytis,  the  only 
decoration  in  Lithuania  until  1928,  was 
also  used  as  a token  of  courtesy  in 
international  relations  of  Lithuania. 


During  that  period  the  Cross  of  Vytis 
was  conferred  upon  82  persons  of  for- 
eign countries,  among  them  King  Vit- 
torio Emmanuele  II  of  Italy  and  Field 
Marshal  Paul  von  Hindenburg,  presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  of  Germany. 

In  1928,  on  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  Republic  of  Lithuania,  the  Order 
of  Gediminas  was  instituted  in  five 
grades,  to  reward  persons  for  out- 
standing performance  in  civjl  and  pub- 
lic offices.  In  1930,  on  the  500th  an- 
niversary of  the  death  of  Vytautas  the 
Great,  the  Order  of  Vytautas  the  Great 
was  established  to  honor  persons,  na- 
tive or  foreign,  for  distinguished  serv- 
ices to  Lithuania,  contributions  to  the 
Lithuanian  nation  or  to  the  welfare 
of  mankind.  This  had  five  grades,  the 
<3olden  Chain  of  the  Order  being  the 
highest  grade.  Accordingly,  the  Cross 
of  Vytis  was  also  converted  into  the 
Order  of  the  Cross  of  Vytis,  which 
retained  the  two  classes  in  three  grades 
each,  with  two  upper  grades  added  to 
the  first  class.  The  Order  of  Vytautas 
the  Great  was  the  highest  decoration 
of  Lithuania,  the  Order  of  the  Cross  of 
Vytis  the  second  and  the  Order  of  Gedi- 
minas the  third. 

The  system  of  decorations  was  ex- 
tended further  by  establishing  cor- 
responding medals  for  each  order.  The 
medals  were  of  gold,  silver  and  bronze. 
The  medals  of  Vytautas  and  (5edimi- 
nas  were  of  conventional  shape,  the 
medal  of  the  Order  of  the  Ooss  of  Vy- 
tis retained  the  particular  shape  of  the 
double  cross,  and  it  was  referred  to  as 
the  cross  instead  of  medal.  Other  med- 
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DECORATIONS 

als  established  and  conferred  under 
public  law  regulations  were  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Independence  Medal,  issued  in 
1928  commemorating  the  10th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Republic,  for  distinction  in 
the  cause  of  national  independence.  It 
was  conferred  also  on  persons  who  had 
joined  state  or  local  government  serv- 
ice in  the  early  days  of  independence 
(1918-1920)  and  had  continued  to  serve 
honorably  until  the  10th  anniversary. 
The  Medal  of  the  Founding  Volunteers 
( Savanoriti  - KurCjy)  was  issued  in 
November  1928,  marking  the  10th  an- 
niversary of  the  armed  forces  of  the 
Republic;  it  was  conferred  on  all  who 
volunteered  for  the  army  at  the  time 
of  its  founding  or  during  the  wars  of 
independence  in  1918-20.  Approxima- 
tely 12,000  persons  were  recognized  as 
Founding  Volunteers,  about  100  women 
and  100  American  Lithuanians  among 


The  Medal  of  the  Founding  Volunteers 


them.  The  Medal  for  the  Liberation  of 
Klaipeda  was  issued  to  those  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  uprising  of  Klaipeda 
in  January  1923,  which  resulted  in  the 
annexation  of  the  Klaipeda  territory 
to  the  Republic  of  Lithuania. 

Two  organizations  chartered  by  spe- 
cial public  laws  had  the  right  of  con- 
ferring decorations  of  their  own:  Sou- 
liti  Sqjunga  (q.v.;  Home  Guardians), 
and  the  League  of  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts 
of  Lithuania.  The  first  instituted  the 
Order  of  §auli^  Ivaig&de  (Guardian’s 
Star)  and  the  medal  of  that  order, 
while  the  scouts  had  a series  of  eight 
badges  of  honor,  most  of  them  parallel 
to  those  used  by  international  scout 
organizations. 

Under  Soviet  rule  from  1944  the  dec- 
orations of  independent  Lithuania  have 
been  banned.  Converted  forcibly  into 
a Soviet  Republic,  Lithuania  does  not 
have  any  decorations  of  her  own.  The 
right  of  conferring  orders,  medals  or 
simply  titles  of  honor,  such  as 
pie’s  Artist  of  the  Soviet  Union,  is 
reserved  to  the  Presidium  of  the  Su- 
preme Soviet  of  the  Soviet  Union.  All 
that  the  local  authorities  may  bestow 
upon  a person  in  Lithuania  is  a Letter 
of  Honor,”  the  title  of  “People’s  Artist 
of  the  Republic”  or  a title  of 
rious  Worker”  in  arts,  in  the  fields  o 
culture,  education,  medicine,  agronom>. 
construction  or  in  other  specialties. 


H. 


We  present  here  and  now  conclude  our  preliminary  2 articles  about  the  medieval 
joint  Lithuanian/Polish  Orders  & Decorations.  While  not  purely  Lithuanian,  the 
Virtuti  Militari  and  the  Order  of  the  White  Lagle  were  awarded  to  Lithuanians, 
and  thus  we  have  acquainted  you  with  them, 

ORDER  ° \ WHITE  EAGLE 

By  LNA  members  Vincent  Alones  and  Henry  I*  Gaidis 


5. 


Legend  places  the  establishment  of  the  Order  of  the  White  Eagle 
in  1325  by  order  of  the  Polish  king  Jogailq  to  commemorate  the  ma- 
rriage of  his  son  Casimir  to  Aldona,  the  daughter  of  Grand  Duke 
Gediminas  of  Lithuania.  A formal  treaty  between  pagan  Lithuania  and 
Christian  Poland  that  year  allowed  for  free  trade  through  the  prov- 
ince of  Masuria  emd  unified  defenses  against  the  Teutonic  Knights, 

As  was  the  custom  in  Medieval  Euroi^e,  the  treaty  was  furthered  and 
strengthened  by  a marriage  between  the  children  of  the  two  rulers, 
Aldona  agreed  to  become  a Christian  and  was  baptised  Anna, 

The  Order  of  the  White  Eagle  was  established  among  the  leading 
nobles  of  the  two  countries.  The  following  year  saw  the  combined  for- 
ces of  Lithuania  eind  Poland  attacking  the  Teutonic  Knights,  but  this 
friendship  deteriorated  in  1330  when  the  Poles  failed  to  appear  on  the 
battlefield  in  support  of  Graind  Duke  Gediminas  of  Lithuania,  With  the 
deterioration  of  their  mutual  pact,  the  Order  of  the  White  Eagle 
ceased  to  exist. 

In  1703  when  Augustus  II  was  obliged  to  flee  from  the 
Polish  provinces,  which  were  then  occupied  by  the  Swedes 
under  Charles  XII  during  the  Great  Northern  War  1700-1721. 

August  II  distributed  amongst  a number  of  high  personages 
who  had  remained  true  to  him,  a medal  appended  to  a narrow 
blue  ribbon,  which  bore  on  the  obverse  a White  Eagle  with 
the  legend,  *'Pro  Fide,  Rege,  Lege,"  which  translates,  "For 
religion,  king,  and  law,"  On  the  reverse  was  the  initials, 

"A.R."  The  king  was  to  receive  the  medal  with  the  crown  as  Grand 
Master.  The  number  of  knights  to  the  Order  was  limited  to  72. 

The  official  accepted  establishment  of  the  Order  of  the  White 
Eagle  is  1713 ♦ by  the  elected  Saxon  King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke 
of  Lithuania,  Frederick  Augustus  II,  conferred  the  Order  on  Peter 
the  Great  of  Russia  in  reciprocation  for  the  Order  of  Saint  Andrew, 

At  that  time  Poland,  Russia,  and  Dennmark  were  allies  opposing  the 
Swedish  supremacy  in  the  Baltic  region. 

It  is  believed  this  order  was  revived  in  order  to  provide  an 
ancient  and  honorable  decoration  comparable  to  the  Russian  decor- 
ation. Thereafter  the  Order  was  conferred  on  numerous  Lithuanian 
amd  Polish  noblemen  who  from  August  desired  to  gain  support. 

With  the  military  and  political  decline  of  the  Lithuanian- 
Polish  Commonwealth,  the  Order  fell  into  disfavor  until  the  period 
of  the  D,jChy  of  'Warsaw  (l807-l8l4),  when  it  again  was  conferred 
on  recipients  for  exceptional  merit  to  the  Kingdom,  With  the  def- 
eat of  Napoleon,  the  '-'rder  continued  to  be  conferred  by  Russian 
Czar  Alexander  I on  Lithuanians  and  Poles  who  supported  his  reign. 
With  the  failure  of  the  I83I  Lithuanian-Polish  Insurrection,  the 
Order  of  the  W^ite  Ssigle  was  incorporated  into  the  decorations  of 
the  Imperial  Russian  Government  by  Czar  Nicholas  I,  The  Order  of 
the  White  Eagle  was  thereafter  awarded  to  Russian  subjects  in  gen- 
eral until  the  1917  revolution. 

The  newly  formed  Polish  Republic  revived  the  Order  of  the 
White  Eagle  on  February  4,  1921,  as  its  highest  decoration  which 
continues  to  the  present  day.  The  Order  of  the  White  Eagle  is  aw- 
arded in  one  class  and  presented  for  outstanding  civil  or  military 
merit  to  the  nation.  The  Order  can  be  conferred  on  foreigners  who 

perform  a major  service  to  the  people,  . . r.  . 

At  right:  Russian  version 

page...  after  I83I  until  the  1917 

Revolution, 


(Badge)  Order  of  the  White  Eagle 
I n pc  1 


BADGE;  CType  I — Kingdom)  Eight  pointed,  gold 
rimmed,  white  bordered,  red  enamel  cross,  each  point 
tipped  M'ith  a diamond.  Between  each  arm  of  the 
cross  appear  rays  of  diamond  inserts.  Superim{X)sed 
on  the  cross  is  a crowned  Polish  white  eagle  with 
wings  outstretched.  Badge  suspended  from  a diamond 
encrusted  ornamentation. 


Above : 

1831. 


Russian  version  until 


continued  on  next 


Originally  the  badge  of  the  Urder  of  the 
White  Eagle  was  an  8 pointed  red  enamel  star  bor- 
dered in  white  with  a gold  rim  and  each  point  tip- 
ped with  a diamond,  ouper imposed  on  the  cross  was 
a crowned  Polish  Eagle  with  outstretched  wings. 
Between  each  arm  of  the  cross  rays,  diamonds  were 
inserted  and  the  badge  was  suspended  from  a diamo- 
nd encrusted  ornamentation.  Examination  of  pain- 
tings of  Lithuanian  and  Polish  noblemen  reveals 
that  the  '-'rder  was  worn  in  several  different  man- 
ners. It  is  frequently  observed  being  worn  from  a 
collar  or  ribbon  around  the  neck  and  also  from  a 
sash  worn  across  the  breast.  Though  details  are 
lacking,  the  ^rder  was  also  worn  with  a silver 
embroidered  8 pointed  breast  star  on  the  left  br- 
east superimposed  with  a red  and  white  maltese 
cross. 

Under  Russian  issuance,  the  Order  of  the  White 
eagle  was  superimposed  in  its  original  design,  mi- 
nus the  diamonds,  onto  the  breast  of  a black  Imp- 
erial Russian  double-headed  eagle  having  golden 
heads.  When  awarded  for  military  valor,  gold  cross- 
ed swords  appear  between  the  eagle  and  the  Imper- 
ial Crown.  Likewise  the  Russian  Order  utilized  a 
gold  8-pointed  breast  star  superimposed  with  a 
small  white  cross  with  red  edges  and  a light  blue 
enamel  band  around  a gold  rosette.  The  blud  band 
was  inscribed  in  gold  "For  Faith,  King,  and  Law." 
The  decoration  was  worn  with  a light  blue  sash 
ribbon  four  inches  wide  from  the  left  shoulder  to 
the  right  hip  where  it  terminates  into  a bow 
which  hangs  the  badge.  In  Russia  there  was  no 
festival  of  the  Order. 

The  Republic  of  Poland  restored  the  Order  of 
the  W^ite  Eagle,  and  this  is  the  most  common  ver- 
sion of  the  Order  encountered  by  the  collector. 

This  decoration  conforms  to  the  design  utilized 
by  the  Commonwealth,  but  omits  the  diamonds  and 
utilizes  a more  traditional  spread  winged  eagle. 

The  center  of  the  breast  star  bears  the* initials 
"R.P."  for  the  Republic  of  Poland,  and  the  inscr- 
iption, "For  Country  & the  People"  on  the  cross 
forearms.  The  festival  is  held  on  May  3 which  is 
the  general  "Jour  de  Fete"  in  Poland. 

Under  the  communist  reign  at  present  the 
crown  is  omitted  from  the  head  of  the  White  Eagle. 
The  eagle  design  was  not  utilized  by  the  Republic 
of  Lithuania  in  as  much  as  the  eagle  is  generally 
regarded  as  a foreign  emblem  to  Lithuanians. 

BADGE:  (Type  II  — Republic)  Gold  rimmed, 
white  bordered,  eight  pointed,  red  enamel  cross,  each 
point  gold  ball  tipped.  Between  the  arms  of  the  cross 
appear  gold  rays.  Su])erimposed  on  the  cross  is  a white 
gold  crowned,  Polish  eagle.  Reverse  has  the  initials 
R.P.  surrounded  by  a green  enamel  wreath. 

STAR:  (Type  II)  Eight  pointed  silver  star  with  a 
white  rimmed  red  enamel  cross  superimposed.  On  the 
forearms  of  the  cross  is  inscribed  0/CZl  /ZA/ 

ZNE/I.  NAROD  (For  Country  and  the  People). 

Center  medallion  has  the  initials  R.P.  in  gold  sur- 
rounded by  a laurel  wreath. 

RIBBON:  Light  blue  moire. 
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PICTURE:  ELENA  TURAUSKAS 


7. 


MEET  THE 


At  first  you  might 
wonder  a bit  about 
our  strange  title  in 
this  month's  "Meet 
the..*"  series,  but 
we  focus  this  month 
CXI  a very  special 
lady:  Elen*  Turauskas, 
whose  portrait  appear- 
s on  the  obverse  of 
the  P-25  100  Litu  da- 
ted March  3,  19281 

Mrs . Turauskas  is 
the  wife  of  the  late 
Edward  Turauskas,  who 
served  as  Lithuanian 
diplomat  to  France. 

She  was  born  March 
15,  1906  in  Paris, 

France,  and  became  ac- 
tive in  women's  org- 
anizations and  secret- 
arial work.  She  met  her  husband  and  traveled  to^ 
free  Lithuania,  where  she  was  involved  in  women  a 
society  organizations.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Jankauskas. 

Recently  Mrs.  Turauskas,  who  is  still  living, 
visited  her  sister  who  lives  in  Chicago,  and  the 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture.  LNA  mem- 
ber Jonas  Augustinus  interviewed  her  for  us. 

She  recalled  that  Artist  Adomas  Galdikas  had 
asked  her  to  pose  for  a portrait  at  his  studios, 
and  it  was  taking  several  sittings.  Due  to  her 
busy  schedule,  she  made  a photograph  of  herself 
and  it  was  from  this  photograph  that  Galdikas 
finalized  the  design  for  the  100  Lit^  banknote. 
She  received  no  money  for  the  use  of  her  port- 
rait on  the  banknote. 


On  the  banknote,  the  Lithuanian  lady  in 
national  costume  is  shown  holding  the  myth- 
ical "horn  of  plenty",  her  right  arm  resting 
on  the  "Columns  of  Gediminas"  symbol.  At  her 
feet  are  symbols  of  commerce,  agriculture,  art, 
industry,  etc.  The  woman  pictured  is  a married 
Lithuanian  mother,  as  indicated  by  her  long 
wrapped-around  scarf. 

While  visiting  the  Balzekas  Museum,  Mrs. 
Turauskas  viewed  a Lithuanian  paper  money  ex- 
hibit by  Jonas  Augustinus,  and  posed  for  a 
photograph,  using  the  pose  similar  to  that  on 
the  100  liti^  banknote. [pictured , lower  left] 

On  many  banknotes  of  the  world,  legendary 
mythical  creatures  are  often  portrayed  to 
symbolize  a particular  country's  heritage,  but 
not  on  Lithuania's  100  LitijI  Here 
we  have  a real  lady  being  given 
the  real  honor  of  being  a part 
of  real  money,  and  representing 
a real  country  and  heritage! 

The  loo  Liti^  note  was  printed 
by  Bradbury,  Wilkinson  & Co.  in 
New  Malden,  England,  as  were 
all  of  the  later  banknotes  iss- 
ued by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania, 
Currently  on  the  numismatic 
market  the  note  sells  for  arou- 
nd $90  in  UNC,  875  in  XF,  850  in 
VF,  and  820  in  VG.  The  note 
pictured  above  is  a printer's 
PAVYZDY3  specimen,  bearing  the 
serial  # A000,000. 


Above : Mrs 


Turauskas  poses  in  Balzekas  Museum. 


8-  WANT  -ADS 

Want  & For  Sale  Ads  are  a FREE  service  to 
LNA  members.  Write  us  emd  place  your  own  ad  in 
The  Knij^ht  \ 

WANTED:  The  following  Lithuanian  modern  coins 
in  XF  or  UNC  only.  Will  pay  Lith.  coin  trends: 

LNA  #1  1 Centas  1925 
LNA  #4  1925  20  Centij 
LNA  #5  1925  50  CentH 
LNA  ,^11  1936  5 Cental 

Stan  N.  Gaizutis,  210  Bret  Harte  Ave.,  Reno, 
Nevada  89509* 

WANTED;  The  following  Lithuanian  banknotes  in 
"Fine"  condition  or  better:  (Pick  #’s) 

#4  50  Centxj  "temporary"  1922 
1 Litas  "temporary"  1922 
#6  5 Litai  "temporary"  1922 
#12  50  Centij  "permsment"  1922 

#15  5 Litai  "permanent"  1922  Type  I (serial  # in 
black  below  sower) 

#16  5 Litai  "permanent"  1922  Type  II 

#17  5 Litai  "permanent"  1922  Type  III  (Letter  #J) 

#18  10  Litij  1922  (man  on  log  river  raft) 

#19  50  Litij  1922  (Gediminas  on  obv,  coats  of  arms) 
#22  1,000  Lit4,  1924. 

Val  Matelis,  112?  Sevilla,  Coral  Gables,  Florida 

3313^. 


Dealer  in  Quality  Rare  Coins 
Lithuemian  & Polish 
'WRITE: 


Karl  Stcpb^bs,  li>c. 


Karl  Stephens 
I’rcsideiil 


v_ 


Post  Office  Box  458  ANA  57209 

Temple  City,  Ca.  91780  2 1 3-445-81 54 


\ 

TORONTO  MEDAL 


ANA  LM  fl776 


BTUJCE  DONAHUE 

Coins  of  Poland 

and  Lithuania 


P.  O.  BOX  92 
ACCORD,  MASS.  02018 

6]7-659-7777 


”0 

o 

< 


RENEWAL  TIME 


If  an  "X**  appears  in  the  box  below,  your  subsc- 
ription/membership is  now  due.  Please  mail  in  your 
renewal  promptly.  It  is  your  support  that  keeps 

US  going!  EJ 


Pictured  above  is  the  medal  issued  in  I968 
by  the  Toronto  (Canada)  Lithuanian  Philatelic  & 
Numismatic  Society,  to  commemorate  the  50th  ann- 
iversary of  the  Lithuanian  Declaration  of  Indep- 
endence. Medals  were  struck  by  the  Wellings  mint 
in  both  bronze  and  silver. 

The  obverse  features  the  Lithuanian  statue 
of  freedom,  which  stood  in  the  park  in  front  of 
the  Vytautas  the  Great  Museum  in  Kaunas,  and 
which  was  designed  by  Juozas  Zikaras.  The  design 
is  copied  from  the  1928  Independence  i'^edal  iss- 
ued by  the  Lithuanian  government. 

One  of  these  medals  showed  up  at  the  Chic- 
ago International  Coin  Fair  this  year,  and  also 
a few  were  given  away  as  awards  for  exhibits  at 
the  Lith.  Philatelic  Exposition  in  Chicago  last 
year. 

Does  this  Toronto  group  still  exist?  If  so, 
we*d  like  to  contact  them  about  information  st- 
atistics about  the  medal,  and  let  their  members 
know  about  our  LNA  which  they  would  find  helpful. 


for  only  one  letter,  just  as  did  our  predecessors.  In  some  of  the  findings,  he  seems  to 
cast  sort  of  a thick  paleografic  pall  over  some  clearly  distinguishable  letters,  seeking 
to  tranolate  them  into  other  systems  of  writing.  However,  it  seems  to  become  clear  to 
him  through  that  veil  that  the  "poluustovo"  letter  ”viedi"  (or  VE)  normally  pronounced 
'’V,**  while  two  curved  strokes  at  the  sill  of  the  gate  uprights ‘appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
Jewish  alphabets*  "vov"  ("ve")  letter...  That  is  to  say,  ^‘’arazija  sees  there  a "viedi** 
meaning  '*ve,’*  but  does  not  understand  it  as  a "V,'*  Fortunately,  we  have  photographs  which 
speak  for  themselves. 


Figure  33«  Enlarged  photocopies  of  coins  1-2  with  the  letter  **K*’  within 
the  Colutnns  of  Jediminas.  with  the  letter  ’'V*'  (in  example  3»  the 

letter  V is  struck  upside  down). 

These  pictures  are  taken  of  coins  examined  by  Karazija.  Not  only  the  l^arge  letters 
, but  even  other  clearly  perceptible  signs  in  pictures  3 and  4 (above  the  arch  of  'J'edimi- , 
n&s  and  at  its  sill)  separate  these  coins  into  2 distinct  types. 

Type  One^  ^ the  obverse  of  the  coin,  in  the  field  encircled  by  small  dots,  the 
sign  of  Gediminas  dominates.  In  its  center  is  placed  a clearly  visible  and  readable  let- 
ter "K."  On  the  reverse  (see  Fig,  31a)  likewise  circled  with  fine  points,  a mounted  Knight 
rides  to  the  right  (in  heraldry,  to  the  left).  The  steed  and  rider  appear  unnatural.  The 
rider's  waist  je  thin,  without  a chest,  dig  neck  and  head  remind  one  of  a triangle  mounted 
on  a pole.  Both  arms  are  let  down  in  a half-arch.  The  broadsword  is  distinguished  by  its 
unseemly  large  handle  and  great  crosspiece  above  the  grip.  Held  in  the  hand  at  a small 
angle,  it  inclines  back  toward  the  rider's  head.  Spurs,  more  like  a cross,  take  up  a 
good  part  of  the  space  underneath  the  steed’s  belly.  In  some  of  this  type  coins  a saall 
cross  can  be  seen,  placed  between  the  heads  of  the  rider  and  the  steed  (such  specimens 
had  been  noted 
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■ on  other  ancient 


earlier)^^.  This  rare  Viaitor  on  these  coins  (^ee  i'^igure  3^*b) 
coins  in  its  day  has  meant:  either  ten  (the  ■‘^oman  X)»  smaller  coin  parts,  struck  in 

.i.  21 

on  coin,  or  that  coin  was  a tenth  part  of  a larger  monetary  unit. 


Figure  a)  An  ancient  Roman  denar  (Note  the  X at  the 
head);  b)  an  enlarged  type  "K”  coin  photo,  (with  the 
sign  X), 

Type  Two;  On  the  obverse,  circled  by  somewhat  larger  points,  the  same  sign  of 
Gedirainas  dominates,  and  in  its  square  we  see  the  letter  ”V,'‘  Above  the  square,  either 
to  the  left  or  right  of  the  inner  upright,  there  is  placed  a small  letter,  which  earlier 
was  held  to  be  the  letter  "L'Tor  ” J”] . We  hold  the  same  view  (as  we  shall  see,  there  is  a 
firm  foundation  therefore).  Below  the  sign  of  Gediminas  we  see  something  else  which  we 
do  not  find  in  the  1st  type.  So  here,  one  one  coin  straighter  than  on  another,  are  two 
small  characters. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  this  type  of  coin  we  again  see  the  Rider,  but  this  time 
with  very  different  lines.  The  rider  has  a broad  chest,  his  hands  less  bent,  the  right 
hand  holding  the  broadsword  is  inclined 


20 

K.  ^tronczynski  has  studied  the  coin  with  the  crosslet.  He  finds  this  to  be  the  letter 
"K"  in  Gothic  style,  with  which  we  agree.  He  was  also  of  the  opinion  that  this  coin  was 
struck  by  Kestutis  ("PieniaXki  Kiejstuta  W,  Ks.  Litewskiego”;  "Biblioteka  Warszawska," 
Warszawa,  IV,  666,  1845). 

21 

For  example,  on  the  ^oman  denar,  the  figure  X meant  ten.  In  our  K coin  type  1,  X 
meant  that  this  coin  was  a tenth  part  of  some  other  large  piece,  since  there  were 
no  coins  smaller  than  this  on  in  Lithuania  during  the  l4th  century. 


[To  better  understand  the  difference  between  those  of  "K”  and  those  of  the  "V,"  type,  the 
following  explanation  is  helpful:  ] 

Type  1 (K)  Type  2 (V) 

1.  The  letter  K in  the  center  of  the  Columns  1,  The  letter  "V"  will  appear  in  the 


2.  No  (two)  lines  pointing  downwards  will 

appear  underneath  the  Columns  at  the 
bottom  of  the  coin. 

3.  No  letters  appearing  like  and''L"  or  "J” 
or  whatever  will  appear  above  the  top 
portion  of  the  Columns. 

4.  Some  coins  will  have  a small  ’’x”  on  the 
Vytis  side 

5.  Vytis  will  appear  like  a line  drawing 

; very  thin;  large  spurs  and  sword 
handle.  hangs  out.  (see  fig. 

28,  page  115,  No.  28b) 


center. 

2.  Lines  pointing  downwards  will  ap- 
pear under  the  Columns. 

3.  Letters  will  appear  above  the  Col- 
umns figure,  on  either  side  of  the 
center  mast  pinnacle. 

Vytis  has  short  stump-like  tail 
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Figure  35*  "V"  type  coins  (a-a)  natural  size,  b)  enclarged. 

cl^sex*  to  the  Rider's  head.  The  steed's  tail  reminds  one  of  a bald  stump  grown  straight  out 
of  the  animalfe  back.  This  rider  differs  from  the  ridei'  on  Type  1 by  other  characteristics, 
while  the  steed's  tail  stum  and  forward  legs  definitely  recall  the  Rider  placed  on  the 
seal  of  Vytautas  (138^-85)  as  may  be  seen  from  the  photocopies  given  below,  (Figure  3^), 


Figure  36,  a)  the  rider  on  the  "V"  type  coin,  b)  an  enlarged  picture  of  the 
rider  side,  c)  Rider  on  the  seal  of  Vytautas  (138^-85)  from  Wl. 
Semkowicz's  "Sfragistyka  Vytolda." 


V\taut«s  Uu'  Crcnt.  liy  an  unknown  IGtti  <('ntuiy 
painter 


finally,  both  typee  of  coins  described  here  and  pictured  by  authentic  photographs 
cannot  be  mixed  together,  since  they  are  1)  undoubtedly  different;  2)  not  the  same  is- 
sue, and  3)  struck  in  the  names  of  two  ^rand  IHikes  ("K"  AND  ’’V"). 

Those  two  ^rand  Dukes  were,  of  course,  Kqstutis  and  Vytautas.  By  all  known  fac- 
tors, those  coins  bearing  the  letter  "K”  are  by  k^dtutis,  and  those  with  the  letter 
"V"  by  Vytautas,  Lithuanian  "small  change"  struck  at  different  times,  which  we  will 
analyze  separately,  to  the  smallest  details  in  the  following  paragraphs, 

c)  the  "small  change"  of  Kestutis,  or  denars* 


Figure  37*  Photocopies  of  Kestutis'  coins  (the  central,  enlarged). 
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Clearing  away  doubts  of  our  elder  numismatists,  their  uncertainties,  at  times, actual 
fog,  we  find  sufficient  proof  that  Lithuanian  coins  of  type  "K"  are  undoubtedly  thosa  of 

K«j8tutis.  Agreeing  with  us  we  find  the  illustrious  scholar  of  Polish-Lithuanian  hiatorical 

?Z  23  24 

Coins,  K,  Stro5onskis“  , the  no  less  famous  Hutten-Capski  , V.G.  Gartman  and  other 

writers  who  were  unaffected  by  ulterior  motives.  In  1938,  I personally  visited  tne  numis- 
matic Section  of  the  Old  i^*useum  in  Berlin*  The  Section’s  Curator  did  not  budge  by  a hair 
from  his  belief  that  type  "K”  coins  were  of  K<|3tutis,  He  contended,  without  pride,  thet 
'^eimans  were  better  equipped  and  had  greater  understanding  in  this  field  than  anyone  else. 

He  stated  that  the  Teutonic  Order's  relations  with  Kestutis,  and  this  Grand  Duke's  activity 
domestically  had  been  scrutinized  and  published  and  unpublished  analyses  with  true  German 
thoroughnsos. 

Tracing  the  very  beginning  of  the  history  of  these  coins,  we  must  consider  well  the 
factor  of  joint  rule  of  Algirdas  and  Kqstutis  (condominium)  in  Lithuania,  and  all  its  re- 
spects. Algirdas  resolutely  directed  his  peSaf  coins  to  the  Slavic  sections  of  the  Grand 
Duchy.  W©  cannot  imagine  at  the  same  time  they  would  have  forgotten  the  purely  Lithuanian 
lands  inhabited  by  the  Highlanders,  the  Lowlanders,  and  the  Stidavians  where  K<*stutis 
reigned.  Algirdas  occupied  th©  throne  in  Vilnius,  and  concentrated  almost  all  hie  atten- 
tion  to  the  Lithuaniai:i  east.  In  Lithuania  proper,  Kestutis  reigned  from  his  castle  in 
T'rakai.  Both  brothers,  as  we  know,  reigned  independently  in  their  own  domain.  "In  that 
diarchy,  while  Algirdas  resided  in  Vilnius,  Trakai  was  the  real  capital  of  Kestutis.  And 

the  degree  with  which  these  two  headquarters  of  Vilnius  and  Trakai  cooperated  determined  the 

26 

entire  political  life  of  that  era,"  says  Prof.  Dr.  Z,  Ivinskis.  It  is  fitting  to  add  that 
the  entire  economic  life  of  the  entire  state  was  similarly  affected.  At  that  time,  when 
Algirdas  was  the  Grand  Duke,  the  Teutonic  Knights  held  K^statis  to  be  the  Hertzog, 


^^Op.  Cit,  (iSn.  20)  and  "Dawne  monety  polskie..."  Ill,  50 
^^"Cataiogur.."  V.,  Index,  1913,  LXVIl. 

"Polskije  i litovskije  starynnyje  monety,"  page  10.  0 Wandalin  Szukiewicz  ("Kurhany 
kamienne,"  Swiatovid  IV,  1902)  type  "K"  coins  he  not  only  describes  as  those  of  Ke- 
stutis, but  also  gives  their  international  name:  "denars."  It  was  so  that  in  addit- 
ion to  "small  change"  they  were  named. 


25 

''^The  same  is  emphasized  by  M,  Bobrzyncki  ("Dzieje  Polski..."  page  230.). 

‘^^The  castle  on  the  island  in  the  •‘•'alee  of  '-rakai,  Galve"  (V.D,  Kult.  Muz. 
I,  page  96). 
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which  Is  to  say— a very  inde|>endent  iHike*  As  the  annals  of  the  Order  mention ^ Al- 
g-lrdae  would  receive  visiting  leaders  of  the  Teutonic  Knights  in  Vilnius*  while  Kq- 
otutis  would  do  the  same  in  Trakai.  ^uetas  though  they  were  two  seperate  rulers. 

•c*ven  after  the  death  of  Algirdas*  this  relationship  between  Vilnius  andTrakai  was 
officially  confirmed.  On  September  29,  1379,  a cessation  of  hostilities  for  10  years 
was  concluded  between  Lithuania  and  the  Order,  which  was  signed  on  the  part  of  Lith- 
uania by  the  heir  of  Algirdas  in  Vilnius,  Jogail^,  and  by  ^qstutis,  the  '’leader"  in 
28 

Trakai.  The  signature  of  Jogail^  alone  would  not  have  sufficed,  though  he  was  le- 
gally the  Grand  Duke  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania. 

The  problem  of  issuance  of  the  very  first  coins  was  of  immense  significence 
in  those  days.  It  was  novel,  complicated,  and  most  important.  It  affected  an  unu- 
sually sensitive  field  in  the  governmental  life  of  Lithuania,  And  since  that  gove- 
rnment was  not  integral,  but  an  amalgam  of  two  disparate  parts,  in  organizing  a 
monetary  reform,  proper  attention  must  be  given  to  the  interests  of  one  and  the 
other  peoples,  their  cultural  differentiation,  their  religion  and  their  language. 
Neither  Algirdas  nor  Kestutis  alone  could  have  solved  these  problems.  They  must  be 
discussed  and  decided  by  both  rulers  of  greater  Lithuania.  Thus,  in  our  opinion, 
Algirdas'  pe5at  and  Kestutis'  coins  had  to  be  presented  in  circulation  at  about  the 
same  time.  If  a year  or  two  separated  thei  appearance,  It  would  have  to  be  for  te- 
chnical reasons  only, 

Algirdas,  as  the  official  ruler  of  the  entire  government,  placed  upon  his 
coins  the  universal  symbol  of  Lithuania's  power  and  rule:  the  spear  (more  specif- 
ically, the  spear's  head),  which  had  been  known  euid  understood  by  the  Slavs,  Kijst- 
utis,  as  ruler  of  the  Lithuanian  section  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  resorted. to  his  father's 
instituted  sign:  the  Columns  of  Gediminas,  which  we  also  know  as  the  Mast  Portals. 
Within  that  symbol  there  is  struck  the  letter  "K",  which  recounts  to  us  two  essen- 
tial particulars:  1)  The  symbol  itself  is  not  Ki^stutis'  own,  as  certain  writers  in 
the  past  would  have  concluded;  2)  Kestutis*  coins  were  projected  simultaneously 
with  those  of  Algirdas,  and  belonged  to  the  same  period.  If  the  Mast  Portals  had 
been  Kestutis'  own  symbol,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  to  place  his  initial 
upon  his  coins,  justas  it  was  unnecessary  for  Algirdas  to  place  his  initial  upon  his 
coins. 

2n 

'Ibid,  page  l4l.  At  times,  Kestutis  was  directly  titled,  "King  of  Lithuania"  in  we- 
stern chronicles  and  annuals  (for  example,  in  the  account  of  the  Teutonic  Knights 
of  his  capture  and  his  escape  from  them,  See  "Our  Past,"  I,  64), 

28  ^ 

A.  Sapoka,  Lithuanian  History,  page  96. 
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Coming  from  the  aupreme  ruler,  the  ^lavs  automatically  underatood  the  word  pe5at,  oc, 
Kestutis  could  not  avoid  employing  his  ’’K”,  because  this  symbol  had  been  used  earlier  by 
someone  else,  and  thus  his  coins  could  have  been  misinterpreted  as  those  of  an  earlier 
ruler  of  Lithuania  and  deceased  Duke  [i.e  Gediminas,  whose  Coluims  symbol  was  on  them] 

, or  another  series  of  Algirdas'  coins.  We  will  see  later  that  the  Mact  Portals  had  been 
introduced  by  Gedimiaas,  so  without  the  "K”  and  with  the  Portals  alone,  Kestutis’  coins 
really  could  have  been  confused  with  Qediminas’  name  end  times,  while  in  reality  they 
were  projected,  struck  and  issued  with  one  considered  gesture  and  simultaneously  with 
Algirdas’  coins. 

One  of  the  most  perplexing  problems  facing  students  of  ancient  Lithuanian  coins  was: 
how  did  the  Vytis  find  a place  on  Kestutis*  coins?  See,  some  say  thay  found  some  seals 
of  this  Grand  ihike,  upon  which  there  was  no  such  image,  so  according  to  them,  there  should 
not  be  any  on  the  coins... What  then  about  the  Columns  of  Gedirainas  which  were  not  found 
on  Kestutis’  seals,  but  are  etriick  on  his  coins?  V/hat  queer  misgivings.  In  Egypt,  among 
the  American  Indians,  and  in  ancient  Lithuania,  arrov/  and  spear  edges  could  be  found  har- 
der than  wood!  The  owl  appeared  on  Athenian  drachmas  (2nd  century  B.D.),  On  the  coins  of 
Nice  (I3tb  century).  St.  George  is  shown  afoot.  The  golden  "florin”  of  Florence  pictured 
John  the  Baptist,  the  half-groshes  of  Sigismund  the  Elder  there  suddenly  appeared  the 

year  of  emission,  which  until  then  had  not  been  seen  on  coins.  But  as  c cncerns  Kqstutis— 
—nothing  "could  happen"  on  its  own!  (sic). ..If  Kestutis  did  utilize  a pedestriain  type 
of  seal  (sigillusi  pedestria),  that  still  does  not  mean  he  could  not  have  ordered  a mou- 
nted figure  to  be  engrave  on  his  coins.  Why,  he  lived  half  his  life  in  the  saddle.  The 
steed,  charmingly  trolled  in  Lithuanian  folk  song  much  before  Kestutis,  was  his  most 
faithful  carrier  on  all  his  numerous  expeditions.  Where  we  do  not  recognize  a static 
state  anywhere,  there  is  no  foundation  for  positing  one  to  Ki^stutis’  activity.  How  a 
ruler  accomplishes  hi®  desires,  how  he  changes  what  he  wishes,  we  view  Vytautas  as  a good 
example:  135^-85 ♦ his  seal  carried  the  Rider  in  the  center,  while  on  the  later  seal  (the 
majestic  one)  he  is  seated  on  a throne,  let  us  say,  become  pedestrian. 

To  whom  can  this  question  be  of  concern — why  did  Vytautas  become  pedestrian?  He  did 
what  he  desired.  And  that  applies  not  only  to  Vytautas,  but  to  Kestutis  and  other  rulers 
of  those  days  of  absolutism.  Their  will  dictated  the  law  and  the  spring  of  all  novelty. 

Not  to  look  too  fax,  no  one  saw  the  picture  of  a horse  on  Polish  money  prior  to  the  11th 
century,  until  he  was  "found"  on  the  coins  of  Boleslov  IV,  Does  anyone  still  rack  their 
brains  about  how  and  whence  he  came  there  and  settled?  The  ruler  ordered  it— and  it  wee 
done. 
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Figure  36.  The  seal  of  Vytautas  the  Great,  in 
which  the  ruler  is  pictured  not  riding,  but 
seated  on  a throne.  At  left,  we  can  see  a 
[to  our  right]  rider  on  a shield  held  in  Vy- 
tautas' hand  which,  clearly,  does  not  repr- 
esent Vytautas  himself,  but  undoubtedly  his 
father  Kqstutis,  who  promulgated  in  this 
manner  for  the  first  time  in  Lithuania  this 
figure  on  his  coins. 

[So  Kestutis  was  the  first  to  use  the  Vytis 
symbol  on  Lithuanian  coins.  Actually,  the  sy- 
mbol of  Vytis^  (the  Knight/Kider)  is  ' used 
also  on  the  poured  silver  sticks  "kapos” 
(see  Pg.  70  figure  23  No.  ?)]• 


Ve  affirm  without  doubt  that  a similar  situation  applies  to  the  incident  of  our 
x^stutis'  rider.  ® 

The  average  weight  of  Kestutis'  coins  was  about  0,3  gr.  Their  silver  content, 
ibout  0.500*  In  one  coin  there  was  about  0,250  gr.  of  pure  silver.  The  peSat  coin  of 
tlgirdas  had  to  contain  almost  a gram  of  precious  metal.  These  facts  encourage  the 
scholars  to  believe  that  in  issuing  their  modern  currency,  Apgirdas  and  Kestutis 
planned  that  1 peSat  would  equal  4 of  the  "K"  coins.  Actually,  the  consistency  of 
:hese  coins'  relationship  has  not  been  sufficiently  probed.  The  examples  found  with 
reference  to  their  metallic  content  (as  with  the  weights)  vary  from  one  side  to  the 
Dther.  But  that  is  understandable,  in  those  days  it  was  not  easy  to  overcome  all  te- 
chnical difficulties.  As  a practical  matter,  however,  the  users  of  both  monies  did 
lot  concern  themselves  with  "trifles,"  It  was  most  important  that  in  the  Grand  Luke- 
lom  there  appeared  finally  their  own,  clear,  uniformly  understood  coins,  and  the  pu- 
blic could  function  normally,  not  concerning  themselves  with  their  real  worth  (unless 
3ome  accomplished  specialists  would  have  desired  accuracy  here,  but  how  many  of  that 

type  were  there?)  [Below,  Vytautas  the  Great  defeats^ the  Teutonic  Knights  in  the  fam- 

mous  Battle  of  Tannenberg,  1410  (Zalgiris)] 


It  happened  similarly  with  the  "K”  coins  relationship  with  the  i'rag;ue  groshea,  laince 
Kestutis'  coins  were  essentially  intended  for  use  in  native  Lithuania  (Lituania  Propria), 
wherein  Prague  groshes  had  already  become  well-known,  Kestutis  must  have  reckoned  with 
these  international  pieces.  Comparing  weights  and  chemical  fadtors,  it  becomes  evident 
that  10  of  Kestutis’  coins  constituted  about  the  same  real  value  as  that  of  1 grosh.  (We 
refer  not  to  the  very  first  groshes,  but  to  those  of  John  or  Karl,  then  widely  circulated 
in  Lithuania  and  better  known),  keally,  the  Prague  grosh  of  that  era  weighed  about  5 gr- 
ams, and  the  silver  in  it  was  about  2.58  grams.  We  find  very  close  to  that  of  silver  in  10  ol 
Kestutis*  coins  (0.250  X 10  » 2,50  gr.).  To  signify  this  relationship  with  the  Czech  gro- 
shes,  Kestutis  placed  on  his  coins  the  Roman  numeral  "X,”  of  which  we  have  already  spoken. 

So,  the  character  "x"  on  the  "K”  typo  coins  v/as  intended  to  show  that  one  of  those  coins 
was  a tenth  of  a Prague  grosh,  and  ten  of  them  equalled  1 grosh.  Why  Kqstutis  did  not  mark 
all  his  coins  so  must  remain  an  eternal  mystery.  We  can  only  presume  that  the  relationship 
between  the  grosh  and  the  "K"  coins  became  well  enough  known  without  specific  notation. 

Kestutis*  coins  were  struck  in  Trakai  . Fedorov  speaks  of  this,  those  days,  pro- 
duction of  coins  was  instituted  exclusively  in  the  ruler's  vicinity,  in  their  manors, 
under  their  close  scrutiny.  Trakai  was  the  permanent  residence  of  Kqstutis  for  several 
decades  without  interruption.  And  it  was  a safe  abode,  because  the  first  time  the  Teu- 
tonic Knights,  encased  in  armour  from  head  to  foot,  approached  Trakai  was  l40  years  after 
the  beginning  of  warfare  in  west  Lithuania,  (We  refer  to  the  seige  of  the  castle  at  Old 
Trakai  about  1375). 

The  old  and  mighty  castle  of  Trakai  was  the  largest  and  most  important  political  and 
military  center  of  Lithuania  long  before  Kestutis,  Even  foreign  authors  seem  to  think  that 
the  history  of  Trakai  is  a large  part  of  the  history  of  Lithuania  Propria  in  the  l4th  and 
15th  centuries.  ^ Travellers  visiting  Trakai  in  the  15th  century  saw  njany  foreigners  there, 
among  them  Jews  and  Oermana.  They  gathered  there  from  all  points,  finding  peaceful  exis- 
tence and  subsistence  in  the  secure  shelter  of  Gediminas  and  Kestutis.  The  more  perceptive 
tradesmen  frequently  were  fugitives  from  areas  conquered  by  the  Teutonic  Knights.  Accor- 
ding to  Dr,  Ivinskis,  Lithuania  found  it  necessary  to  hire  craftsmen 

29 

^See  M,  Balinski  and  T,  Lipinski's,  both  Poles,  comments  ("Starozytne  Polska,"  IV, 

1865,  page  241.). 
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from  Frusaia  (op.  cit),  but  from  the  latter  half  of  the  l^th  century,  specialiata 
from  purely  German  territory  became  numerojo  in  Lithuania.  Anjong  those  immigrants, 
of  course,  were  Kejstutis’  minters  . The  Gothic  style  "K"  on  his  coins  clearly  pr- 
oves that  those  coins  were  etched  by  products  of  German  schools,  who  came  to  Tra- 
kai  and  offered  their  services  to  Kestutis  in  return  for  asylum  and  patronage. 

And  if  Algirdas'  pe^Jat  would  have  been  struck  at  Trakai,  as  Fedorov  assumes,  then 
those  coins  would  have  borne  some  traces  of  the  west.  But  there  are  none.  So,  only 
Kestutis*  coins  were  struck  in  Trakai,  and  Kqstutis  struck  only  his  own,  and  by  no 
means  all  of  the  Algirdas-K^stutis  coins.  At  the  3' re  time,  it  becomes  repeated 
clearer  to  us  that  it  was  not  Kaunas  which  was  the  dominant  center  of  the  western 
Grand  Duchy,  but  Trakai,  Kestutis'  permanent  seat,  around  which  all  business  aff- 
ecting this  part  of  Lithuania  centered,  "wherein  all  the  Grand  Duke’s  fortune  and 
all  his  trappings  of  glory  were  safe  guarded,"  as  is  written  in  the  ^niezno  Chr- 
onicle. 

Lithuanians  called  Kestutis’  coins  "small  change".  The  White  Russians  named 
them  "peniazi"  (just  as  Algirdas'  peSat  and  other  coins  of  medieval  Lithuania); 
the  Poles,  "pieniaSki."  Merchants  acquainted  with  the  names  of  all  types  of  money, 
attached  to  Kestutis'  "small  change"  the  tenth  part  of  the  Prague  grosh,  the  inter- 
net onal  term,  "denar." 

d)  The  Double-Denars  of  Vytautas,  Struck  in  Lutsk. 

After  the  tragic  events  cf  1382  in  Lithuania,  Vytautas  found  himself  in  N.  Ma- 
rienburg,  with  the  Teutonic  Knights.  Those  intimates  of  the  deceased  Kestutis  and 
aupporters  of  the  fleeing  Vytautas,  who  remained  free,  alienated  by  Jogail^'s  ex- 
cesses and  avoiding  oppression,  excaped  in  groups  to  Vytautas.  Jogailq  was  frigh- 
tened. In  addition  to  the  persistent  danger  from  the  east,  and  domestic  unrest,  a 
gworing  peril  to  his  reclaimed  Grand  Duchy  and  to  himself  began  to  threaten  from 
the  Prussians.  He  realized  what  could  be  done  by  '/ytautas'  strategy  taken  together 
with  the  Order's  sword.  So,  without  further  delay,  Jogail^  notified  Vytautas  that 
he  wished  to  establish  peace  with  his  cousim,  and  offered  to  return  to  him  his  ho- 
meland—the  land  Kestutis  ruled.  But  for  the  time  being,  without  Trakai  because  there 
now  resided  his  most  loyal  brother  and  ally,  Skirgaila,  until  he  is  located  else- 
where, would  Vytautas  be  content  with  Gordinas,  Brasta,  and  Lutsk... 
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So  long  as  it  was  back  to  bis  Fatherland!  The  son  of  Kqstutis  has  no  place  with  the 
perennial  oneinies  of  Lithuania.  Kcjeping  his  future  plans  secret,  Vytautas  accepted  Jogail^'a 
offer.  In  13^^»  having  burned  Marienburg,  he  withdrew  with  hie  suppoorters  to  ■‘-ithuania. 

He  stopped  in  ^ardinas  for  a while,  but  soon  it  became  too  crowded.  In  aduition,  the  Teu- 
tonic Order  was  too  close.  They  maneuvered  an  approach  to  the  Neraimas  river,  flraata  was  a 
safer  haven,  but  it  reminded  Vytautas  of  the  blood  of  his  friends, shed  by  followers  of  Jo- 
gail«j  after  the  death  of  Kestutis,  as  they  gathered  here  for  safety.  The  best  alternate 
choice  was  Lutsk,  There  Vytautas  soon  settled  with  his  followers,  who  daily  grew  in  numbers 
from  Trakai,  Vilnius,  the  Samogitia  region,  and  elsewhere.  It  was  far  away  from  the  "eyes 
and  ears"  of  Jogail^,  from  Vilnius.  The  spacious  castle  of  Lutsk,  built  and  decorated  in 
the  days  of  Ruirick,  became  a fitting  nest  for  the  Eagle  whose  most  important  task  now  was 
to  organize  most  secretly  a fateful  blow  to  Jogailt^  and  ragain  all  hie  rights. 

In  those  times,  Lutsk  was  truly  a very  important  seat  in  the  realm  of  the  Grand  Duchy. 
Through  it  passed  lively  communicatsions  with  Poland , as  well  as  with  Czechiz  and  other 
middle  European  nations.  There  were  well-traveled  roads  criss-crossing  to  and  from  Lith- 
uania, As  soon  of  Vytautas  settled  in  Lutsk,  many  more  partisans  of  Kestutis  acd  of  Vytautas 
himself,  his  admireres,  co-workers  and  neighbors  from  Trakai, snot  just  eminent  boya.rG,  but 
prosperous  merchants,  craftsmen  and  even  servatns,  all  congregated  around  him.  And  everyone 
brought  along  with  him  whatever  of  value,  or  necessity  he  had.  And  of  course,  his  wealthier 
associates  brought  with  them  their  resources.  And  Voeylius,  son  of  -^mitri,  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Moscow,  became  engaged  to  the  future  Duchess  of  Moscow,  Vytautas*  daughter  Sofia, 

As  Vytautas,  returning  in  from  the  Order,  had  stopped  off  in  Gardinas,  we  must 

assume  that,  together  with  others  from  Trakai,  there  came  to  him  the  minters,  or  coiners. 
They  were  not  needed  by  Skirgaila  in  Trakai,  since  he  did  not  strike  any  coins  there.  Wher- 
eas Vytautas,  in  their  eyes  the  matured  and  legal  heir  of  Kestutis,  promised  them  again 
security  ,4.n  their  chiosen 

^ The  castle  of  Gardinas,  later  very  prominent,  had  not  yet  been  built.  "It  was  most 
probably  constructed  after  Vytautas  had  become  the  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania,"  notes 
Dr.  Z,  Ivinskis  (V.D.  Kult.  Muz,  Annual,  I,  16?).  Information  from  other  sources  in- 
dicated the  castle  was  completed  in  1396*  [Gardinas  is  located  in  southern  Lithuania 
on  the  Nemunas  river.] 
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profecsion,  aind  anyone  who  knew  Vytautas  could  not  think  otherwise.  And  their  reasoning 
was  true.  Preparing  to  fight  for  his  entire  Fatherland,  and  striving  to  sit  on  Gedimi- 
nas'  throne , Vytautas  must  prepare  one  of  the  most  vital  props  of  his  program:  money.  We 
can  imagine  how  graciously  he  received  the  Trakian  minters,  since  in  the  circumstances 
in  which  he  now  found  himself,  his  best  plan  was  to  strike  for  Lithuanians  and  White  Ru- 
ssians coins  of  the  Kestutis  type  already  known  to  them  and  circulating  for  over  20  ye- 
ars, having  already  overcome  all  the  hazards  facing  new  coins  in  wide  spheres  of  society. 
In  like  manner,  similar  situations  were  solved  elsewhere,  even  in  ancient  eras.  P’or  ex- 
ample, Philip  II  (of  Macedon)  whose  coins  were  repeated  not  only  by  his  son,  the  famous 
Alexander,  but  by  Phillip  and  even  further  heirs. 

That  Vytautas  has  struck  coins  in  Lutsk,  there  is  no  doubt.  This  question,  though 
not  directly,  appears  with  Dr.  Gumowski.  The  Russian  Fedorov  also  acknowledges  it.^^ 

In  the  works  of  I.  Danilaviczi  (Skarbiec  Dyplomatow,  I,  273)  io  mentioned  the  privilege 
given  Jews  in  Lu< ek  by  Vytautas  in  I388,  where  mention  is  made,  among  other  things,  of 
the  Grand  Dike's  currency,  of  counterfeits  of  coins,  and  to  whom  was  given  the  task  of 
investigating  such  Jewish  frauds.  This  is  one  of  the  most  typical  proofs,  that  '^ytau- 
tas  conducted  affairs  in  Lutsk  in  a truly  regal  manner,  and  issued  his  own  coins.  And 
the  unusual  similarity  of  the  Lutsk  coins  to  Kestutis’  "small  change,"  almost  the  same 
size,  weight,  and  assay  confirms  to  the  scholar  that  the  Trakai  minters  who  came  to 
Vytautas,  brought  with  them  not  only  knowledge  and  experience,  but  also,  if  not  ail,  at 
least  a part  of  the  tools  which  they  utilized  working  for  Kqstutis, 

It  is  impossible  to  say  definitely  in  which  years  the  first  strikings  of  the  Bint 
presses  were  sounded  in  Lulsk.  We  can  only  guess  that  the  minters  already  present, 
began  their  task  soon  after  Vytautas  settled  In  Lutsk.  The  very  close  resemblence  of 
the  Lutsk  coins'  Vytis  to  the  Vytis  of  Vytautas'  seal  of  I383  (See  page  I33,  figure  36) 
indicate  that  both  the  product  on  the  seal,  and  the  described  coins  could  have  been 
from  the  same  hands.  And  from  this,  the  conclusion  seems  to  follow  that  the  Lutsk  coins 
could  have  appeared  about  I385.  Their  issuance  broke  off  in  I389,  After  the  unsuccessful 
atack  upon  Vilnius,  Vytautas  withdrew  for  the  second  time  to  the  Teutonic  Knights, 
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Alas,  they  both  select  different  coins  for  Lutsk,  but  that  is  not  important  here. 

Much  more  important  is  the  fact  that  Vytautas  struck  coins  while  resinding  at 
Lutsk. 
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Figure  39.  a)  a Lutsk  coin  of  Vytautas.  b)  the  letter  "L"  changes  its 
position  and  appearance  in  this  fashion.  It  is  placed  near  the  top 
short  mast  of  the  Mast  Mortals. 


Figure  HO.  The  coins  of  Vytautas,  struck  at  Lutsk,  photographed  from 
new  findings.  Enlarged  picture,  figure  4l  b. 

The  general  likenesses,  which  we  have  seen  in  K(|stutis'  ^small  change,”  remain 
the  same  on  the  L„tsk  coins.  On  one  side  are  the  '^olumns  of  Gedirninas,  on  the  other, 
the  rider.  But  in  place  of  the  letter  ”K”,  Vytautas*  initial  "V” 
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^appe&ra#  To  designate  the  mint’e  location,  we  find  the  letter  '*L*’  above  the  Columns 
of  Cediminas.  How  the  etching  of  that  letter  was  accomplished  by  the  minters,  capital 
or  small  it  seems  to  us  it  could  have  aioant  only  Lutok.  No  other  purpose  ie  apparent. 
It  was  placed  indiscriminately,  one  one  side  or  the  other  of  the  Columns,  atop  the 
small  mast.  At  times,  in  proper  position,  at  times  opposite  or  even  upside  down  (See 
figure  59).  It  gives  the  impression  of  haste,  and  the  other  characters  leave  the  same 
impression. 

These  examples  are  taken  from! clearer  pictures  of  Karazia'  described  and  photo- 
graphed items  from  the  hoards  of  Aluona  Skerlis  and  Kruminiai.  Comparing  these  pic- 
tures with  the  sketches  done  earlier  of  the  same  coins  we  can  see  with  no  problems 
how  difficult  it  was  for  the  early  pioneers  in  Lithuanian  numismatics  to  orient  them- 
selves. ■ The  oldest  sketches  sorely  misled  those  writers  and  their  readers,  who  fai- 
led to  view  the  coins  themsleves.  So  it  should  be  no  surprise  that  ’’scholarly  conc- 
lusions” of  the  early  numismatists  were  inaccurate,  often  not  understood  by  them- 
selves, and  far  from  expressing  the  truth.  Figure  4l  gives  pictures  which  we  believe, 
will  convince  the  reader 


Figure  4l,  a)  poorly  reproduced  Lutsk  coins  of  Vytautas, 
b)  Enlarged  photographs  of  the  actual  coins. 

[Note:  this  is  very  important  to  understand,  because  often  in  numismatic  pnibli- 
cations  these  hand-drawn  illustrations  will  appear,  Vytuatas'  coins  of  this 
type  MUST  have  the  letter  V in  the  center,  and  MUST  have  the  two  vertical  lines 
at  the  bottom,  as  well  as,  of  course,  the  letter  "L”,] 
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While  he  resided  with  the  Order,  prior  to  the  Lutsk  episode,  Vytautas  was  baptized, 
taking  the  name  of  Vygandas.  How  did  he  accept  the  faith— does  not  concern  us  here. 
However,  the  letter  ”V”  appearing  on  his  coins  could  as  well  signify  "Vygandas.” 
And  Vygandas,  is  the  same  person  as  Vytautas,  [Vytautas  also  is  known  in  foreign 
writings  as  Witold,  and  Vitoldas,  etc,] 


that  only  photographs  are  error  free.  Ihat  we  can  comiletely  accept  them,  only 

they  give  an  absolutely  clear  view  of  the  object  of  study. 

As  we  have  se - n,  drawings  (or  sketches)  of  the  same  coins,  and  their  authentic  pno- 
tographs  render  almost  entirely  differing  pictures.  And  what,  is  worse,  in  some  places 
(i?igure  4la/ll)  not  all  details  are  brought  out  in  the  hand-drawn  sketches,  the  letter 
"V'V  is  missing  from  the  Columns;  also  missing  are  the  two  vertical  lines,  wnich  are  vis- 
ible at  the  bottom  of  the  actual  c^ins. 

•i-n  separating  Vytautas'  Lutsk'  coins  from  those  of  Kestutis  at  -^-rakai,  ve  have  already 
described  their  appearance  and  known  measurable  date.  There  remains  only  the  need  to 
consider  the  nominal  worth  of  the  Lutsk  coins,  and  to  describe  other  qualities  having 
primary  significance  in  numismatics.  Luring  the  era  these  coins  were  struck  (that  is, 
I385-I5S9  , when  Vytautas  had  to  flee  from  Lithuania  for  the  second  time),  the  Prague 
grosh  had  already  found  its  place  in  Lithuania  almost  as  a native.  However,  its  weight 
and  silver  content  had  significantly  declined  from  the  time  Kqstutis*  coins  had  first 
appeared.  The  inferior  Prague  coins  increased  in  circulation — inferior  coins  are  always 
the  "faster".  It  seems  that  Vytautas  notice  the  depreciation  of  the  i'rague  grosh  in 
Lutsk.  He  had  opportunity  to  observe  the  groshes  of  ^aclov  IV,  which  were  just  about 
one  half  the  size  of  the  earlier  ones,  and  therefore  ran  out  of  circulation  the  larger 

coins.  Some  of  Vaclov  IV  groshes  found  in  Lithuania  together  with  those  of  Vytautas, 

according  to  the  statistics  of  Karazia,  weighed  on  the  average  about  2,78  gr.  Their 
average  silver  content,  just  about  0.6  (some  even  poorer  were  found,  having  fallen  to 
0.500).  So,  one  of  those  groshes  would  contain  only  about  1.70  gr.  of  pure  metal.  That 
is  to  say  that  the  Prague  Orosh,  whicti  were  valued  by  Kestutis  equal  to  10  of  tuis 
"small  change”  [denars],  now,  were  not  worth  that  by  far,  as  did  those  of  John  or  Karl, 

and  on  course,  even  less  than  the  coins  of  Vaclov  II. 

Being  unable  to  strike  coins  smaller  than  those  of  Ke^stutis,  for  technical  reasons, 
Vytautas  found  another  mctnod  to  continue  with  the  decimal  system.  He  maneuvered  into  the 
category  of  nominal  value  for  his  coins,  which  weighed  the  same  and  were  composed  of  the 
same  silver  content  as  those  of  Trakai,  conscmisly  edging  away  from  the  prevailing  view 
of  those  days  that  a coin  must  be  worth  as  much  as  the  value  of  the  metal  used  to  produce 
it.  Of  course,  that  view  was  questionable.  There  was  a single  standard  for  comparison 
purposes,  but  all  nations  struck  their  coins  as  though  their  eyes  were  closed.  However, 
Vytautas  did  not  become 
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involved  in  such  chaos.  He  conducted  himself  honorable.  He  ^ve  his  "small  change" 
a double  nominal  value  and  expressed  this  in  a clearly  visible  manner  upon  his 
coins,  instructing  his  minters  to  inscribe  special  marks,  ^mong  the  findings  of 
these  coins,  below  the  Mast  Portals  [Columns  of  GediminasJ  , everyone  can  note 
two  curved  figures.  'Hiey  are  placed  there  to  indicate  the  numeral  "two"  [2]. 

•l>hat  "two"  meant  that  each  Lutsk  coin  of  ''ytautas  in  circulation  would  replace 
as  many  as  two  of  Kestutis'  coins  and  if  the  exchange  involved  the  devalued 
1 rague  grosh,  five  would  suffice. 

How  this  novelty  affected  the  grosh  and  Kestutis'  "small  change",  we  cannot 
say,  but  the  decimal  system,  introduced  by  his  father,  Vytautas  did  not  disturb. 

'-'ne  of  his  coined  pieces  meant  two  of  the  older  denars,  or  "small  change,"  P’ive 
made  up  10  denars,  or  the  nominal  value  of  the  inferior  Prague  grosh.  As  in  the 
past,  10  of  Kestutis'  denars  constituted  the  former  grosh  of  higher  intrinsic  value. 

So,  finally,  we  have  the  explanation  of  the  two  characters  on  the  bottom  of  the 
Columns  of  Cediminas,  which  presented  such  a deep  mystery  to  the  expounders  of  the 
first  Lutsk  coins  of  Vytautas.  Let  us  examine  tho  e signs  carefully  (Figures  7t 
9;  Figure  4lb;  figure  42a;  they  are  the  cle.arest).  Who  could  argue  even  in  fun, 
that  those  characters  would  at  some  time  have  constituted  a letter,  its  part,  or 
some  type  of  "pagan  religious  symbolV"  So,  Vytautas*  minters  unable  to  perform 
clearly  their  assigned  task,  gave  our  early  and  less  experienced  numismatists  a hea- 
dache for  an  entire  century.  Sigismund  August  and  the  later  Lithuanian  "doublet"  (or 
a two  denv.r  coin)  had  the  very  same  marks  "Two"  (II),  but  they  were  straight,  and  ra- 
ised no  doubts  for  anyone.  Hut  they  were  done  after  nearly  200  years Ltched  in  the 

very  dies  by  more  accomplished  experts,  by  more  disciplined  artists,  W,,ile  Vytautas* 
minters,  as  Karazija  well  noted,  had  to  cut  their  "two"  with  a special 

^^There  is  some  suspicion  that  Vytautas  at  Lutsk  could  have  increased  his  money  supply 
by  impressing  the  "II"  on  K<“stutis'  coins  com  ng  into  his  possession,  but  clear  pro- 
of of  that  allegation  has  not  yet  surfaced. 

The  decimal  system,  instituted  by  Pv^stutis,  and  retained  by  Vytautas  and  Jogail^,  re- 
mained in  Lithuania  in  the  days  of  their  own  groshes,  even  until  the  end  of  the  'jrand 
u'uchy's  money  system.  For  example,  documents  from  the  17th  century  contain  special 
explanations  that  1 grosh  is  made  up  of  ten  "small  change,"  [denars]  and  those  must 
be  "white,**  that  is,  silver,  and  not  copper,  which  caused  much  confusion  in  the  days 
of  John  Jasimier  (Historical  ‘Jources,  I,  page  l87t  s^d  elsewhere). 
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mallet  ("punch”)  , after  the  entire  coin  had  dropped  out.  It  detrended  on  bow  they  succ- 
eeded in  cutting  or  incising  that  detail,  how  they  coul  place  the  punch  on  the  coin  and 
strike  it  from  above.  This  determined  the  shap  of  the  m'^rks  and  their  most  unusual  var- 
iaties  found  in  the  coins.  But  It  is  clear:  they  mean  "2,  two'!  everywhere,  though  they 
are  not  too  similar  to  the  known  Homan  figures. 


Figure  42.  a)  The  obverse  side  of  Vytautas' 
Lutsk  coins  (enlarged);  b)  the  "doublet'  of 
Sigismund  August  1570  coin.  On  both  coins  cl- 
early to  be  seen  are  the  characters  "II,"  and 
they  mean  the  same:  "two." 


We  must  add  that  the  coins  Vytautas  struck  at  i^tsk  were  "necessity  money,"  pecul- 
iarily  his  own.  He  could  not  have  had  too  much  silver.  Kestutis’  minters,  and  perhaps  even 
the  students  turned  out  by  them,  were  "green"  at  their  art.  All  circumstances  indicate 
that  every  task  was  hurried.  We  can  guess  that  Vytautas'  activity  in  i^tsk  was  observed 
covertly  by  Jogail^'s  spies.  Vytautas  soj^^ht  to  prepare  quickly  for  a final  occupation  of 
his  Fatherland  : too  bad!  This  time,  he  overreached  himself.  His  transition  from  the 
real  value  of  his  coins  to  nominalism,  especially  without  appropriate  changes  in  law,  rem- 
ind us  of  the  actions  of  a desperate,  cornered  individual.  Lven  though  the  Prague  grosh  had 
deteriorated,  it  sill  contained  about  1.700  grams  of  silver.  Whereas  in  5 of  'Vytautas* 
coins  there  were  only  1.250  grams  of  pure  silver  (in  1 specimen  found,  about  0.250  grms.). 
Normally,  unhurriedly,  Vytautas  could'  better  have  conformed  his  coins  to  the  grosh.  But 
observing  it  from  the  other  side,  the  discussed  "refcrrn"  shows  us  Vytautas  as  an  exapt- 
ionally  talented  man,  able  to  extricate  himself  from  any  situation. 
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And  theue  Lithuanian  coins  were  first  of  all  "small  change."  Whoever  calls  them 
"two  denars"  is  also  correct,  since  they  were  2-denar  coins  according  to  the  old  in- 
t rnational  term.  Those  numismatists  of  our  day  violate  history  who  affix  to  Lithua- 
nian medieval  coins  names  fashioned  much  later  and  entirely  foreign  to  them.  One  of 
taose  "baptismal  fathers"  [i.e.  the  late  Dr,  Alexander  M,  KaSkus,  See  The  Numismat- 
ist Vol,  43,  1930  "The  Origin  of  Kopeck;"  also  "The  Origin  of  Kubel"  Vol  4?,  1934 
of  that  same  prestigious  publication,  for  what  Karys  calls  the  "idiocities"  of  Dr. 
fiaSkus'  articles]  has  baptized  a 2-denar  of  Vytautas  as  "kojek."  (to  him,  Algirdas ' 
Leiat  coins  were  also  "kopeks.").  That,  of  course,  is  pure  fantasy.  In  the  days  of 
Vytautas'  Lutsk  "monies,"  (even  worse,  Algirdas*  p^e^at),  Russian  "kopejka"  were  rot 
e-’en  in  the  works,  so  to  tie  in  that  name  to  the  much  older  Lithuanian  coins  is  for 
that  reason  alone  improper.  The  Russian  coin  "kopejka"  and  its  designation  began 
among  Russians  in  the  days  of  John  IV  (1533-15^4),  over  170  years  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  first  Lithuanian  coins  (and  also  the  "peSat").  And  it  was  over  I30  years 
after  the  striking  of  Vytautas*  Lutsk  coins,  and  they  matured  and  became  popular- 
much  later. 


The  inventive  "baptiser**  of  our  ancient  coins  finally  turned  away  from  "kapeika" 
himself.  Well,  better  later  than  never.  Now,  the  Vytautas’  coins  referred  to  here, 
and  of  course,  the  similar  "small  change"  of  Kestutis  are  to  him  "silver  skatics'* 
(only  the  pe5at  coin  has  not  yet  received  his  further  attention).  Here  again,  he  has 
shot  way  above  the  target,  since  neither  Kestutis'  "small  change"  nor  Vytautas*  2- 
denare  were  even  called  "skatics,"  since  the  word  "skatikas"  was  unknown  to  medieval 
Lithuania,  Any  attempt  to  compare  modern  Russian  specifically  copper  coins,  the"l/2 
kopeck"  coins  (which  by  chance,  centuries  later,  were  termed  "skatic")  with  the  old 
silver  coins  of  Vytautas  and  Kestutis  is  mere  diletantism.  [•] 

Old  coins  had  their  names.  As  with  everything,  it  is  their  own.  It  is  unseemly 
to  change  them.  It  this  possibly  e forced  tendency  to  renew  "Lithuanianisni?"  They 
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After  known  reforms,  begun  in  1533«  the  new  "dengas"  of  Moscow  with  the  rider, 
holding  in  his  hand  the  spear  (in  Russian  "kopjo,")  was  named  "kopejnyje."  The 
singular  was  "kopejnik."  Until  the  17th  century,  it  was  often  called  the  "Nov- 
gordka."  Finally  it  settled  to  "Kopejka",  the  earlist  copper  "kopejka"  was  is- 
sued in  Russia  by  order  of  Peter  I, in  1704,  A hundred  "kopejkas"  made  up  the 
modern  Russ ianmonet ary  system,  with  its  basic  unit  of  "ruble."  During  the  occu- 
pation by  Caarist  Russia  (19th  and  early  20th  centuries),  the  "kopejkas"  cir- 
culating in  Lithuania  were  termed  by  the  people  as  "kapeikas."  Thus,  what  kind 
of  connection  could  the  "kapeika"  have  with  Vytautas',  and  even  worse— with 
Algirdas*  coins? 

[•] 

A lengthy  critic  of  Dr.  Ra^kus*  fantasies  and  its  effect  upon  Lithuanian  nu- 
mismatics was  published  in  Karys  1970  Numizmatika  book,  in  a letter  to  the  Bal- 
zekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  in  Chicago, which  acquired  Dr.  HaSkus*  coll- 
ection. Karys  points  out  the  many  errors  and  contradictions  which  Dr.  RaSkus  pro- 
pagated, even  in  prestigious  numismatic  journals,  which  should  have  knoww better. 

For  an  english  translation  of  this  entire  critic,  see  the  June  I98O  (Vol  III,  No. 

1)  issue  of  The  Knight  (of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association), 
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labor  in  vain.  The  word  "skatic"  ie  neither  more  Lithuanian  than  "Btnall  change"  or  "denar," 
nor  does  it  fit  better.  We  will  leave  it  to  the  liiiguists  to  discover  through  which  by- 
ways this  word  came  into  our  language.  It  will  satisfy  us  to  know  that  the  etimological 
roots  of  this  temporary  visitor  go  back  not  to  our  past,  but  to  entirely  strange  archaic 
''money"  for  cattle  (German  "skatts,!'  Old  Saxon  "skat."  Norman  "scatt."  From  there,  by 
some 'transition,  to  "skot"  and  "skotil")  which  Lithuanians,  as  far  as  known,  have  never 
used.  At  the  timemetal  coinage  began  to  find  acceptance  in  Europe,  the  Germau^.a  derived 
"skoter"  from  "ekatts"  or  "stak."  The  Slavs  adopted  "skot"  and  "skotik."  The  Poles  used 
"szkojec",  which  at  first  meant  a certain  amount  of  silver,  equal  to  the  value  of  an  ox. 

It  was  later  diverted  to  a smaller  unit.  Loth  "skoter"  and  "szkojec"  were  only  reckoning 
standards.  In  case  of  xiecessity,  they  could  be  designated  as  the  price  of  various  articles. 
However,  they  were  never  issued  as  specific  coins.  So  the  attempt  to  invest  the  word 
"skatick"  with  a monetary  connotation  is  unfortunate,  since  it  was  never  a coin,  f©  know 
only  of  the  1/2  and  1/4  "skoter"  among  German  coins,  but  they  also  had  their  own  names, 
"half-skoter and  a "quarter." 

So  let  us  say  that  the  word  "skatic"  has  no  place  in  the  Lithuania;:  historical  finan- 
cial dictionary.  And  our  pbilogists  have  stated  that  this  "orphan" 's  root  has  never  had 
any  ties  with  Baltic  tongues,  so  also  it  has  had  no  ties  with  the  original  Lithuanian  lan- 
guage, and  no  connection  with  the  monies  of  any  locality  in  our  country, 

c)  The  Vilnius  coins  of  Jogail^ 

Having  inherited  Algirdas'  position  in  Vilnius  (1377) » Gogail^  had  to  struggle  long 
for  his  rights  as  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  in  that  large  country.  His  first  adversaries 
were  of  his  own  family.  His  elder  brothers  voiced  their  pretensions,  based  upon  their 
seniority,  to  their  father's  inheritance.  The  forceful  uncle  Kestutis,  ever  viligent 
guardian  of  Lithuania,  followed  his  steps  from  Trskai  at  a distance  with  good  will,  so 
long  as  this  nephew  exhibited  no  defiance,  but  in  13Sl»  chastized  him  greviously:  took 
away  from  him  the  throne  in  Vilnius  and  declared  himself  to  be  the  Grand  Duke.  However, 
with  the  death  of  Kqstutis  in  1382, his  cousin  Vytautas,  matured  with  great  talents,  rose 
up  against  Jogailq,  So,  Jogailq  found  his  hands  full  of  very  sensitive  political  problems, 
hampering  him  from  addressing  hi  attention  to  the  less  sensitive  matters  of  government. 

Faced  with  all  these  weighty  issues  at  the  start  of  his  reign,  Jogailq  did  not  und- 
ertake the,  issuance  of  new  coins.  So  far  as  our  present  data  shows,  he  contented  himself 
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with  mstrikes  of  the  coins  issued  by  Algirdas.  Jogail^  was  a pagem,  as  his  father  had 
been.  His  actual  government  reached  only  the  eastern  part  of  the  Grand  DyChy.  Alg- 
irdas* practice  of  issuing  for  circulation  the  wordless  Russian  inscribed  "peSat”  coins 
in  the  territory  inhabited  by  Slavs,  sufficed  for  the  future. 

That  Jogail^^did  strike  Russian  coins,  even  Dr.  Gumowski  confirms.  But  his  reason- 
ing processes  are  unclear.  In  his  opinion,  Jogail^  struck  "Russian  half-groshes"  in 
the  period  1^596-1^14  at  Lvov.  But  that  v.'r_ter  fails  to  show  what  these  half-groshes 
looked  like.^  But  it  seems  that  he  speaks  of  those  same  "peSat"  coins  of  Algirdas, 
which  likewise  were  known  as  "half-groshes,"  and  of  course,  following  the  inscription., 
were  quite  Russian. In  that  period,  Vytautas  governed  the  entire  Gj.and  Duchy  of  Li- 
thuania, and  struck  its  money,  having  begun  to  call  himself  the  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania 
back  in  1595»  and  permitted  no  one  to  interfere  in  his  affairs.  Jogailq  governed  in  Po- 

j 

land.  If  he  had  been  able  to  flaut  any  of  his  issue  coins  within  the  lands  governed  by 
Vytautas,  he  would  have  them  struck  in  Cracow,  where  he  had  a substantial  coin  mint.  Why 
is  Lvov  mentioned  here?  Who  would  believe  that  Jogailq  would  have  founded  a new  mint  in 
such  a swampy  hole,  far  from  the  capital  of  Poland?  In  the  l4th  century,  very  few  were 
acquainted  with  the  location  of  Lvov,  far  away  over  swamps  and  rivers,  reached  easier  by 
birds. • • 

History  is  filled  with  facte  and  fiction  as  to  how  Vytautas  pushed  out  of  his  way 
all  types  of  obstructionists  to  Jiis  independent  rule.  By  1395  be  had  just  about  cleaned 
out  all  insubordinate  Dukes  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania,  replacing  them  with  faith- 
ful retainers.  Jogailq  long  opposed  him,  but  his  efforts  in  Lithuania  accomplished  no 
good,  so  in  the  Vilnius-Rodomas  Agreement  of  l401,  he  recognized  his  stubborn  cousin 
Vytautas 

35 

"Numismat.  Litewska,"  page  35* 

56 

"Konety  Polskie,"  In  this  volume,  coins  of  the  time  of  Jogailq-Hedwiga  are  pict- 
tured,  together  with  an  undoubted  "pe2at"  of  Algirdas  (Schedule  IV  52). 

^^"Numismat.  Lit",  page  45. 

The  latest  research  (seeFedorov’s  "Klassifikacija")  shows  the  "peSat"  coins  were 
struck  in  the  period  I36O-82,  Since  Algirdas  was  no  longer  alive  after  1377*  and 
his  seat  in  the  capital  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  at  Vilnius  was  taken  by 
Dogailq,  it  was  this  latter  who  continued  the  issuance  of  these  coins  up  to  1382. 

We  say  "continued"  because  these  coins  were  initiated  by  Algirdas,  at  a time 
when  Jogail^  was  a mere  boy  of  10  years. 
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as  Gremd  Duke  of  Lithuania,  From  all  this  it  follows  that  during  139^  to  l4l4,  Jogoiljj 
neither  could  strike  "Russian  half-groshes"  for  Lithuania,  nor  did  he. 

We  can  understand  the  inclination  of  Polish  writers  to  favor  Jogail^  in  one  way  or 
another.  We  likewise  feel  the  reason  one  of  our  "numismatists"  would  credit  Vytautas 
with  practically  all  of  Lithuania’s  coins  of  the  middle  ages  (including  of  course,  the 
pe2at  type,  according  to  him,  the  kopeck)  [i.e.  Dr,  RaSkua] . But  that’s  too  badi  Such 
signs  of  sympathy  in  scientific  work  harm  more  than  help, and  we  must  foreswear  them.  We 
will  not  exalt  our  beloved  forebearers  by  showering  them  with  unearned  distinctions. 

We  cannot  find  the  exact  date  on  which  Jogailsj  began  to  continue  striking  Algir- 
das’  coins,  but  we  may  conclude  that  it  happened  shortly  after  Jogail^  assumed  the  mitre 
of  theGrand  Duke,  Since  from  the  eatb  of  his  father  until  138^+^  Jogailc^  issued  no  new 
coins,  it  is  entirely  possible  that  he  was  satisfied  to  repeat  constantly,  or  just  at 
times,  the  issuance  of  the  peSat  coins.  Struggling  to  strengthen  his  position,  money 
was  uiidoubedly  necessaxy  to  Jogail^.  It  seems  that  all  the  circumstances  of  the  time 
compelled  Jogail^  to  avail  himself  of  the  coin  mint  left  by  his  father  in  Vilnius,  and 
to  strike  those  same  coins  which  had  already  found  acceptance  in  circulation. 

In  our  discussion  of  Algirdaa’  coins,  we  mentioned  that  the  peCat  coin  type,  most 
of  which  are  assembled  in  the  National  SSLR  Museum,  the  Hermitage,  are  not  of  uniform 
size®  Some  are  larger,  others,  smaller.  That  is,  the  tyj>e  is  the  same,  but  there  are 
two  clearly  different  sizes.  Where  does  this  hitherto  unnoticed  fact  lead  us*?  There  is 
no  basis  for  assuming  that  both  peSat  sized  coins  were  struck  by  Algirdas  himself.  The 
larger  coins  would  have  sufficed  to  introduce  the  new  coin,  just  as  the  Czechs  were  sat- 
isfied to  issue  a single  sized  coin,  as  did  Kq^stutis,  Moscow,  and  an  entire  series  of 
rulers  of  other  countries.  On  the  other  hand,  the  successful  role  of  the  Prague  grosh  in 
the  eastern  parts  of  Lithuania  could  have  suggested  to  Jogail^  the  need  for  a smaller  coin 
for  the  Slavs.  We  are  led  to  believe  that  having  issued  sufCicient  coins  of  the  original 
Algirdas  issue,  he  ordered  that  Same  Vilnius  mint  to  strike  smaller  coins  of  the  same 
typx*.  It  must  be  these  same  smaller  coins  of  Jogailij  of  which  'Gumowski  speaks,  tiiough  not 
clearly.  He  was  unable  to  harmonize  their  striking  date  and  place  with  other  historical 
events. 
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Figure  43*  'I^he  small  pe5at  type 
coins I attributable  to  Lith.  Grand 
i)uke  Jogaila,  and  struck  in  Vilnius 
prior  to  13o4, 

Atout  13S^,  new  silver  coins  of  Jogail^  appeared  in  Vilnius.  Their  time  is  is- 
suance coincides  with  Vytautas’  first  return  from  the  Teutonic  Knights,  and  the  beg- 
inning of  matchmaking  of  Jadwig  £ind  Jogail^.Both  these  latter  facte  had  an  undenia- 
ble impact  upon  the  appearance  and  the  visual  aspects  of  these  coins.  First  of  all, 
his  accord  with  Vytautas  (whom  he  considered  to  be  satisfied  with  the  transfer  of 
Lithuanian  territory  to  him)  rid  him  of  his  greatest  political  opponent,  and  Joga- 
il^  considered  himself  safe  in  his  throne  in  Vilnius,  On  the  other  hand,  having  the 


Figure  44,  Characteristic  examples  of  the  Vilnius  coins 
promulgated  by  Jogail)^, 
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leading  pretender  to  that  throne,  son  of  Kestutis  at  his  side,  Jogail^  was  impelled  to 
demonstrate  publicly  in  all  possible  ways,  that  the  ruler  of  the  entire  Grand  i-hichy  of 
Lithuania  was  himself.  And  in  those  days,  the  issuance  of  his  own  coins  for  the  entire 
land  was  one  of  the  most  vivid  means  of  demonstrating  that  fact. 

Those  new  coins  portrayed  on  the  obverse;  the  symbols  utilized  by  Jogail^'c  father 
Algirdas  (the  spearhead  and  cross).  Gn  the  reverse,  the  G^iumns  of  Gediminaa, the  symbol 
of  grandfather  Gediminas,  which  had  found  its  place  on  Kestutis*  coins.  Ail  this  showed 
that  Jogail^  directed  these  coins  not  just  to  any  one  province  of  the  Lithuanian  govern- 
ment, but  to  the  entire  Grand  Luchy,  including  those  lands  assigned  to  Vytautas.  The  name 
of  the  ruler,  as  on  the  pe6at  coins,  was  not  indicated  by  even  one  letter.  That  fact  can 
be  explained  two  ways,  l)  Jogailc^  either  followed  his  father’s  inherited  tradition  con- 
siously,  2)  or  in  this  instanct,  the  minters  left  by  Aigiic^das  acted  characteristically, 
being  accustomed  to  the  anonymity  of  the  peSat  coins. 

Judging  from  the  results  of  digs,  one  “of  these  coins  weighed  about  0.53  gr.  The 
average  silver  contend:  O.5OO.  -^n  this  way,  pure  silver  in  one  would  have  been  about  O.I65 
grms.  Then,  10  of  Jogail^'s  coins  would  roughly  equal  1 of  the  Prague  groshes  (Wenceslaus 
IV)  at  that  time.  It  follows  frcm  this  that  the  coins  referred  to  would  have  been  denars. 
But  in  the  idiom  of  the  people,  they  were  generally  known  as  "small  change",  (In  ^lavkc, 
"peniazi").  This  term  was  used  for  all  our  earlist  coins — those  without  any  legends. 

In  use, however,  they  were  considered  concretely,  as  a "lit"  or  "cent"  is  now. 

While  discussing  this  "small  p|!ifange  Cpinigelius]",  we  cannot  ignore  completely 
two  "theories"  which  have  become  current,  that  is,  J.)  the  Pole  Gumowski,  that  these  coins 
of  Jogail^  are  the  first  and  oldest  Lithuanian  coins  without  doubt  (sic);and  2)  a tyro- 
numismatist  among  Lithuanians [guess  who  again,,.]  says  that  they  are  not  Jogail^'s,  but 
Vytautas*  and  struck  — about  1372  in  Gardinas,  In  the  first  "theory"  we  find  this  much 
truth,  that  the  referred  coins  were  initiated  by  Jogail^;  but  these  were  not  the  first 
coins  of  Lithuania,  nor  the  very  oldestjas  we  have  demonstrated  sufficiently  in  a previous 
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In  the  second  "theory"  we  find  even  less  truth.  Vytautas  did  not  yet  live  in 

Gardinas  in  1372,  hut  engaged  in  warfare  with  his  father  [Ki^stutis]  from  Trakai,  and 

in  that  very  year  fought  in  battle  against  Moscow  for  the  independence  of  Tverve. 

X,s  tutis  sent  him  to  Gardinas  several  years  later;  historical  sources  record  him  be- 

39 

ing  there  only  after  1376, 

However,  we  shouldn't  forget  that  Gardinas  was  part  of  the  Trakai  Duchy,  there- 
fore the  .most  significant  matters  of  state,  not  excluding  the  issuance  of  money  in 
the  Gardinas  region,  as  in  all  the  Ducny  governed  by  Kestutis,  were  in  the  hands  of 
that  Duchy's  ruler,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  sub-regions'  Dukes.  All  coins 
ordained  for  all  regions  governed  by  Kqstutis,  as  we  have  seen,  were  struck  at 
Trakai, 


According  to  Fedorov,  the  coins  referred  to  here  were  struck  continuously  from 

4o 

1334  until  the  beginning  of  the  l^th  century,  Gumowski  places  their  appearance  in 

1387*  However  that  might  be,  both  dates  by  afar  fail  to  reach  1372.  Based  upon  co- 
mpilations of  the  hoards  found,  tuese  coins  circulated  mostly  in  central  Lithuania, 
the  Ukraine,  and  generally  in  the  east.  In  Gea’dinas,  both  before  and  after  1372,  the 
"small  change"  of  Kestutis',  struck  in  Trakai, was  to  be  found. 

There  is  no  Rider  on  these  coins.  Only  symbols  of  Jogail^'s  grandfather  Gedim- 
inas  and  his  father  Algirdas  were  used.  Jogail^  did  not  like  Kestutis,  so  he  ignor- 
ed the  symbol  originated  by  him;  let  us  say,  he  did  not  want  to  spread  his  popula- 
^1 

rity.  But  if  Vytautas  had  struck  these  coins  in  Gardinas,  would  he  have  omitted 
the  Rider,  sponsored  by  his  own  father?  While  he  was  at  Lutsk  (after  his  father's 
death;,  Vytautas  did  not 

^ In  addition  to  this  "theory,"  that  same  person  has  written  in  the  Lithuanian  pre- 
ss in  the  U.S.,  and  even  in  the  American  press,  of  an  entire  list  of  queer  incid- 
ents about  the  coins  of  the  Lithuanian  Grand  Duchy,  which  novice  numismatists  must 
ignore  at  their  peril,  [Karys  is  speaking  of  you-know-who] 

^^Dr.  J,  Sliupas,  "The  Lithuanian  Nation". . .Plymouth,  1903,  page  204, 

"Klassifikac  litovskich  slitki v i monet." 

4} 

Only  after  Vytautas  repeated  the  Rfder  on  his  coins  (at  Lutsk)  and  on  his  seal, 
did  Jogail^  comprehend  that  this  symbol  was  inevitably  becoming  a true  identify- 
ing symbol  of  Lithuania.  So,  on  his  1387  seal  in  Poland,  he  also  mounted  a steed 
as  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania, 
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disown  the  Rider.  Beginning  with  those  Lutek  coine^  he  also  used  the  Rider  on  ^lio  seal, 
on  later  coins  and  on  his  flag,  which  demonstrates  that  this  famed  son  of  K^^stutis  never 
forgot  his  fathers'  introduced  symbol,  but  held  it  higher  than  any  other  symbol  of  his 
Lithuanian  origin.  In  addition  to  this,  the  instant  coins  of  Jogail^,  even  in  the  asixjct 
of  variance  in  weight,  seem  to  be  the  newest  of  all  old  Lithuanian  coins;  and  tney  were 
produced,  as  we  have  soen,  b;y  the  hands  of  eastern  rather  than  western  minters,  so  it 
had  to  be  in  Vilnius,  rather  than  in  the  range  of  Kestutis'  money  (Gardinas), 

There  are  many  Lithuanians  who  feel  kindly  towards  Vytautas,  rather  than  ^ogaila^,  but 
we  cannot  alter  history  therefore.  Looking  at  it  from  another  angle,  Jogail^  is  likewise 
our  own,  a member  of  a famous  Lithuanian  family,  and  was  himself  the  ruler  of  Lithuania, 
so  it  is  unjust,  in  fact,  very  mean,  actually  unworthy  to  "take  away"  any  of  the  feats  or 
triumphs  to  which  he  is  entitled.  [Many  Lithuanians  have  a negative  feeling  towards  Jog- 
ail^  due  to  the  fact  that  he  went  over  to  the  Poles.] 

There  is  quite  some  suspicion, (exclusive  of  subjective  tendencies)  which  lead  numis- 
matic collectors  (through  morasses  of  their  own  fantasies)  to  form  an  opinion,  that 
the  Columns  of  Gediminas,  or  the  Mast  Portals  used  upon  these  coins,  is  a monopoly 
exclusively  of  the  strain  of  Gediminas,  following  the  Kqstutis  lineage,  '^his  is  a clearly 
erroneous  view,  as  Prof.  Jonynas  puts  it  very  well:  "The  entire  fsimily  of  ruling  Grand 
Dukes,  from  the  time  of  Gediminas,  was  of  the  same  strain.  Thus  both  Vytautas  and  Jogail^ 
could  use  the  Columns  to  signify  their  high  lineage."  And  they  used  them,  as  we  have 
seen  earlier,  in  the  "small  change"  of  Kqstutis,  Vytuatas  and  Jogail^,  and  as  we  shall 
see  of  the  later  rulers  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania,  in  their  coins  and  seals  after- 
wards. iK§f 

The  "small  change"  issued  by  Jogail.^  were  struck  in  Vilnius  in  an  unprecedented  amou- 
nt: in  theeighteen  hoards  exa;nined,  there  were  found  5»C00  coins.  Their  original  abun- 
dance is  proven  not  just  by  the  hoards,  but  also  in  the  clearly  perceptible  changes  in 
stamps,  the  differing  Columns  of  Gediminas,  the  varying  spearheads,  the  unequal  crosses, 
the  uneven  mass  of  dots  and  buds.  Since  '^ogaili  began  striking  these  coins  shortly  before 
his  departure  to  reign  in  Poland,  and  their  striking,  as  Fedorov  contends,  continued 
into  the  beginning  of  the  15th  century,  the  major  part  of  them  must  be  attributed 


See  "The  Rudder  (Vairas)  " #6,  1930 t page  2l8, 


to  Jogail^'8  local  representatives;  Until  1392 i to  Skirgaila,  and  afterward,  when  he 
was  supplanted  by  Vytautas. 

Numismatistd  of  former  years  have  recorded  seeing  and  picturing  this  type  of 
"small  change/money"  without  a cross  at  the  side  of  the  spearhead,  ■^ome  have  imme- 
diately held  this  as  the  sole  proof  that  the  striking  of  these  coins  had  begun  pr- 
ior to  the  institution  of  Christianity  in  Lithuania.  Dr.  Gumowski, cognizant  of  the 
presence  of  the  cross  upon  Christian  and  non-Christian  seals  and  coins,  finds  this 
to  be  merely  6Ln  error  in  Jogail^'s  earlier  coins,  which  was  soon  corrected,  and  all 
other  coins  were  struck  with  crosses.  In  this  controversy  with  Gumowski,  his 
"opponents"  hold  the  spearhead  without  the  cross  to  be  "Vytautas'  personal  symbol." 
^However,  whoever  struck  the  coin  placed  upon  it  his  own  symbol...) 

■‘^igure  45.  Incorrectly  sketched  is  this  Vilnius 
coin  of  Jogailf^;  struck  without  the  cross  at 
the  spearhead. 

That  those  coins  appeared  even  before  Lithuania's  baptism  is  clear  without  the 
evidence  of  that  unfortunate  coin.  As  everyone  knows,  the  cross  on  coins  has  no 
connection  with  baptism.  We  also  cannot  readily  stipulate  an  error  by  the  minters 
. Reproducing  two  of  the  symbols  on  Algirdas'  coins,  they  could  not  have  overloo- 
ked one  of  them. It  seems  to  us  that  here  the  early  students  of  Jogail^^'s  coins 
found  a worn  coin  and  sketched  it.  I^et  us  just  look  closely  at  (figure  45)  the  pi- 
cture. It  can  be  clearly  seen  that  the  spearhead  is  not  all  there.  Further,  it  does 
not  occupy  the  coin's  center,  but  somewhat  to  the  right,  as  though  leaving  space  for 
a cross,  which  actually  was  there  inthe  original  (as  in  other  coins  of  this  type), 
but  rubbed  off.  With  it,  a part  of  the  spearhead  likewise  disappeared.  In  normal 
.recoveries,  that  symbol  was  there  in  its  entirety  and  is  illustrated  as  such  in 
both  Algirdas'  and  Jogail^'s  coins.  Damaged  recoveries  do  not  give  a true  pi- 
cture, when  they  are  studied  and  sketched  from  a limited  number,  not  considering 
the  entire  field,  as  we  have  asserted  somewhat 
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earlier,  when  considering  the  Lutsk  coins  of  Vytautas.^^ 

We  will  see  in  the  section  devoted  to  Lithuania's  national  symbols  that  during 
the  era  of  Independent  Lithuania,  there  were  added  to  the  spearhead  other  "Vytautas' 
symbols,”  consituting  something  entirely  different  from  those  mentioned  here.  That 
is  the  end  result  of  irresponsible  breaches  into  an  unfamiliar  field.  If  Vytautas 
really  had  fancied  the  specihed  used  by  Algirdas,  and  had  "appropriated”  it,  it  would 
have  passed  through  all  his  coins,  seals  and  flags,  and  by  those  means  would  have 
reached  us,  as  for  instance  did  the  Vytis.  As  we  kr.cw,  Vytautas  did  not  toy  with 
personal  symbols”  at  all.  In  his  seals  and  his  coins  those  symbols  persist  wnich  his 
grandfather  Gediminas  and  father  Kestutis  used:  the  columns  of  Gediminas,  and  the 
Kider.  These  designs  silvered  the  red  flags  of  Vytautas  (Lithuania's)  army  during 
the  Battle  of  Zalgiris  [Tannenberg] , and  the  Hider  is  varied  forma  was  elevated  to 
the  honor  of  the  national  emblem  without  any  suspicion  of  "appropriation.”  That  is 
to  say,  any  "personal  symbol”  of  '/ytautas  appearing  on  dogail^'s  coins  is  the  fruit 
of  capricious  thought,  similar  to  others  spaunod  by  this  immigrant^^  [Dr.  Alexan- 
der M.  kaSkus]  into  America. 


See  page  144  (figure  4l), 


kk 


For  tha  ancient  goths  were  "Gudonai . the  closest  relatives  of  Lithuanian," 

(aic);  Theodoric  s name  was  "Tautarikis,"  a gold  bracelet  found  somewhere  in  Romania 

GUTANIOTFI  was  represented  as  "inscribed  in  Gudonian  runes 

bUiAIMUiKi  GHrilLAGI  and  meant  in  Lithuanian  GUDONAI— RIDE 1 IT  IG  A GHAME*  While 

the  bracelet  was  "an  ancient  era's  "shiling”,  from  the  Lithuanian  word  "salinkis,” 

meaning  bent  ....He  even  knows  of  "Kindaugas'  seal  with  an  inscription  in  runic 

c aracters,  though  the  Vytis  in  that  seal  seems  very  close  to  the  17th  century 

night.  Dtc,  etc...  [In  addition  to  refering  to  Ragkus'  numismatic  errors  found 

in  here  also  refers  to  RaSkus'  book,  The  Gotha,  published 

^ Vrove  that  the  Lithuanians  were  rel- 

ated by  blood  to  the  Gothic  people,! 
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3.  COINS  OF  VYTAUTAS  TIIE  GREAT  1392-1430 

Returning  from  exile  into  hi/=!  Fatherland  for  the  last  time,  Vytautas  ascended  the  th- 
rone in  Vilnius  in  1392,  as  legal  deputy  in  Lithuania  of  Jogailq,  Jogail:^  forced  this  pro- 
mise upon  Vytautes,  that  the  latter,  wuld  always  acknowledge  Jogail^  as  the  supreme  ruler 
of  the  Grand  Duchy,  However,  this  promise  was  soon  set  aside.  Vytautas  began  governing  the 
land  pursuant  to  his  own  plans,  as  if  that  forced  promise  had  never  been  made.  He  was  the 
son  of  Kestutis,  Kqstutis  reigned  as  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  in  the  period  1381-82,  Who 
should  more  properly  inherit  that  exalted  position,  when  cousin  Jogail^  in  fact  left  it  and 
never  intended  to  return  from  Poland?  So,  after  completing  his  arrangements  and  fortifying 
himself  in  his  position,  in  1395  Vytautas  assumed  the  title  of  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania, 

During  the  reign  of  Jogail^-Skirgaila,  the  reins  of  government  in  the  Grand  Duchy  had 
been  loosened  considerably.  Some  of  the  sectional  Dukes  felt  autonomous  and  began  to 
govern  as  they  saw  fit.  The  elder  brothers  of  Jogail^  were  discontented  with  Jogail?|'s 
rule.  And  so  much  the  more  with  Skirgaila's  rule.  After  several  years  of  dallying  with 
these  men,  Vytautas  finally  achieved  control  over  the  immense  Lithuanian  territory  which 
Algirdas  had  established.  Those  dukes  who  had  relaxed  their  obedience  to  Vilnius  were  eit- 
her compelled  to  restate  their  allegiance,  or  to  be  dismissed.  Their  replacements  were  men 
loyal  to  Vytautas,  The  larger  dukedoms  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Lithuanian  state 
were  broken  up,  and  their  income  and  armies  were  acquired  by  Vytautas*  He  thus  quickly 
strengthened  his  position  and  wealth.  To  quiet  the  Teutonic  Knights,  until  the  moment  of 
decision  came,  Vytautas  threv/  them  a bone  at  Salynas  (where  a non-aggression  treaty  was 
signed  in  1398). 

Actually,  during  a banquet  occurring  after  the  Salynas  Treaty,  the  barons  of  Lithuania 
tumultuously  weldomed  Vytautas  as  their  King, .Though  that  gesture  may  have  been  merely 
an  episode  of  that  banquet,  the  actual  fact  testifies  that  Jcgail£j,  bearer  of  the  title  of 
Lithuanian  Grand  Dyke  who  had  departed  for  Poland  a dozen  years  earlier,  had  now  been  for- 
gotten by  those  Lithuanian  leaders. 
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» - and  that  Vytautas,  legally  Jogail^'s  deputy,  was  acknowledged  epontaneouely  as  the  only 

‘ ruler  of  Lithuania.  Tersely  expressed,  Jogailq^'s  titular  aureole  of  Grand  Duke  quickly 

began  to  dim.  All  his  plans  dnd  designs  for  the  Fatherland  faded  into  the  shadow  of  hie 
cousin.  As  the  15th  century  dawned,  Vytautas  became  not  only  in  fact,  but  in  law,  the 
highest  ruler  of  Lithuania,  m 

Amid  varied  political  movet'^its,  in  the  days  of  Vytautas  the  Great,  further  economic 
changes  spread  successively  in  Lithuania.  The  ruler  directed  much  of  his  attention  to  tr- 
ade, sponsored  and  protected  it.  With  the  cessation  of  wars  in  the  west,  Lithuanian  goods 
which  earlier  travelled  circuitously  were  now  able  to  flow  by  the  Nemunas  river  to  the 
Sea,  and  directly  to  Koenigsburg,  Danzig,  and  other  Prussian  cities.  The  increased  income 
from  exports  enriched  the  land  and  strengthened  the  state’s  treasury.  Vytautas  propogated 
and  defended  merchants,  securing  them  with  the  full  weight  of  his  authority.  In  addition 

to  successful  interior  reforms  to  the  Grand  Duchy,  he  administered  internal  relations 

45 

of  the  merchants,  even  those  affecting  larger  individual  centers  of  commerce.  So  it  is 
entirely  reasonable  that  for  many  years  after  Vytautas'  death,  menchants  referred  to  his 
reign  as  those  "golden  years." 

The  imports  from  the  west  to  Lithuania,  including  hatchets,  knives,  scythes  and 
other  farming  implements,  had  a very  perceptible  influence  upon  the  land's  progress,  its 
production  and  export.  And  the  weapons  purchased  strengthened  the  country's  armed  forces. 
From  the  Golden  Horde  in  the  east  to  the  R'iltic  Gea  in  the  west,  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lith- 
uania became  in  all  respects  a mammoth  entity  in  Vytautas'  time,  which  nc  power  would 
overcome,  it  seemed.  In  that  glorious  epoch,  evidence  was  apparent  of  a change-over  from 

a nature  economy  to  a money  economy.  Taxes  previously  collected  in  kind  began  to  be  dcc- 

A6 

epted  in  money,  and  not  just  in  crops.  More  and  more  exchanges  were  conducted  with  their 
own  Lithuanian-designed  coins.  There  were  establihsed  countermarks  of  Lithuanian  origin 
to  be  placed  upon  uncertain  foreign  coins.  The  poured  kapos  were  less 

45 

■^One  example  which  comes  to  mind  is  the  letter  from  Vytautas  to  Riga's  Mayor  Niktiborg, 
dated  March  6,  14CX),  regulating  commercial  relations  between  Polotsk  and  Riga's  mer- 
chants ("Sobr.  gosud.  gramot  i dogovorov,"  II,  l8l9i  page  15. 

46 

See  "Vytautas  the  Great,"  Kaunas,  1930,  page  239. 
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*ad  leas  fraquently  chopped  into  "amall  change"  aince  the  struck  small  coins  better 
suited  minor  traneactiona.  Tlie  silver  poured  piecea  were  reserved  for  major  exchan- 
gee where  the  lid  or  asked  price  could  be  weighed  more  conveniently. 

• 

As  he  took  over  from  Skirgaila  in  1392  the  irule  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  Vytautas 
found  a lively  operating  coin  Mint  in  Vilnius,  striking  the  "small  change/money" 
begun  by  Jogailq,  As  we  see  from  date  collected  by  Fedorov,  StronSinski,  Hutten- 
Czapski  and  other  writers,  the  new  deputy  of  Jogail^  (Vytautas)  did  not  stop  the 
activity,  and  these  coins  continued  to  be  struck.  And  it  could  not  be  otherwise. 
Vytautas  had  to  present  a friendly  mien  to  Jogail^,  and  he  needed  money.  And  fur- 
ther, there  was  nothing  on  the  coins  instituted  by  Jogail^  that  could  be  unacce- 
ptable to  Vytautas.  There  were  the  same  symbols  engraved  upon  them  as  were  so  rec- 
ently used  by  both  fathers  of  Jogail^  and  Vytautas  and  10  of  these  coins*  real 
worth  pi'actically  equalled  the  Prague  grosh's  value,  so  the  decimal  system,  to 
which  Vytautas  held,  was  maintained.  After  he  had  strengthened  his  rule,  attended 
to  the  more  important  political  problems  facing  him,  and  felt  himself  to  be  the 
real  master  in  Vilnius,  Vytautas  made  a small  adjustment  to  those  coins;  alongside 
the  spearhead,  and  below  the  cross,  the  letter  "V"  appeared,  which  was  meant  to 
indicate  that  these  coins  are  issued  by  no  one  else  but  him,  the  actual  ruler  of 
the  Grand  Duchy • 


Figure  46.  An  example  of  Jogail^'s  Vilnius 

coins,  complete  with  the  first  initial  of  Vytautas' 

name. 


All  coins  of  this  type  were  struck  at  Vilnius,  The  appearance  of  the  letter  "V" 
on  these  coins  became  imperative  in  connection  with  the  political  changes  at  the  cap- 
ital, and  with  Vytautas*  early  initiated  turnabout  from  his  "deputy’s  loyalty"  to 
Jogailj|,  This  was  one  of  the  clearest  demonstrations  that  Vytautas  felt  at  home  in 
Vilnius,  that  he  determined  to  create  Lithuanian  history  of  his  time  himself,  dis- 
taining  to  be  guided  by  Jogail^,  as  had  his  former  deputy,  Skirgaila,  If  these  same 
coins  had  been  struck  in  Gardinas,  as  it  appeared  to  one  of  our  "numismatists**  [Dr. 
^aSkus] , what  reasons  would  have  persuaded  the  then  young  Vytautas  to  change  the 
coin’s  appearance? 
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